
27Parables of Jesus 

September 13, 2009 
Rich Man Poor Man

(Luke 16:19-31)

"There once was a rich man, expensively dressed in the latest fashions, wasting his days 
in conspicuous consumption. 20 A poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, had 
been dumped on his doorstep. 21 All he lived for was to get a meal from scraps off the 
rich man's table. His best friends were the dogs who came and licked his sores. 

22 "Then he died, this poor man, and was taken up by the angels to the lap of Abraham. 
The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In hell and in torment, he looked up and saw 
Abraham in the distance and Lazarus in his lap. 24 He called out, 'Father Abraham, 
mercy! Have mercy! Send Lazarus to dip his finger in water to cool my tongue. I'm in 
agony in this fire.' 

25 "But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that in your lifetime you got the good things and 
Lazarus the bad things. It's not like that here. Here he's consoled and you're tormented. 26 
Besides, in all these matters there is a huge distance set between us so that no one can go 
from us to you even if he wanted to, nor can anyone cross over from you to us.' 

27 "The rich man said, 'Then let me ask you, Father: Send him to the house of my father 
28 where I have five brothers, so he can tell them the score and warn them so they won't 
end up here in this place of torment.' 

29 "Abraham answered, 'They have Moses and the Prophets to tell them the score. Let 
them listen to them.' 

30 "'I know, Father Abraham,' he said, 'but they're not listening. If someone came back to 
them from the dead, they would change their ways.' 



31 "Abraham replied, 'If they won't listen to Moses and the Prophets, they're not going to 
be convinced by someone who rises from the dead.'" 

One - Getting to the Point (truth) – The Rich Man/Poor Man Parable is about our state 
of dependence.  It is about developing our full dependence on God and a healthy 
interdependence with our fellow man. According to God’s value system we are indeed 
our brothers keeper. We are to be patient and responsive to the weak and broken of our 
world.  Finally, this parable is about setting clear and decisive boundaries to keep us from 
all that is evil.  It is obvious that Jesus intended for that to happen now (in this life) and 
not later (in the life to come).

Two - Asking the Right Questions (listening) - Where have we put our time, efforts and 
trust? What are we counting on to come through for us – when we really need someone 
or something to come through?  In the end, what will matter most… what we have taken 
or what we have given? Is just something, or is it everything?  In the end, what will last? 
What we have built or what we have torn down?  What we have loved or what we have 
hated?  Who – What – Why are we depending on what we are depending on? 
[dependence]; to rely on, to count on, to believe and have faith in, to have expectation of 
a person, place, or thing.a

(Dependant on God) – Believe in God, believe also in me… Trust in the Lord, and do 
not count simply on your own understanding… Come close to God and He will 
come close to you… O Lord my God, In you do I put my trust… Lord, we have 
no one else to go to, you alone have the words to give eternal life… You are my 
God, I search for you and my soul thirsts for you… Praise the Lord, who is my 
Rock, He trains my hands for war and gives my fingers skill f or battle.  He is my 
partner and my fortress, my tower of safety, rescuer. He is my shield…p

(Interdependent with You) – Weep with those who weep, grieve with those who 
grieve, celebrate with those who celebrate… love one another as I have loved 
you…  Accept other believers who are weak in their faith… Make a conscious 
decision to live in a way that does not cause another believer to stumble… Accept 
each other just as Jesus has accepted you… He comforts us all in our troubles so 
that we can comfort others… You who have the gift of love, gently help the fallen 
back to the right path… Share each others burdens and in this way you will both 
find the way to obey God…f

(Independent  from Evil) - Love God, hate sin… Hold tightly to what is good but hate 
what is evil… We use God's mighty weapons, not worldly weapons, to knock 
down the strongholds of human reasoning and to destroy false arguments.  We 
destroy every proud obstacle that keeps people from knowing God. We capture 
their rebellious thoughts and teach them to obey Christ… But whoever lives by 
the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done 
has been done through God….



P

Do not be overcome with evil – but overcome evil with good… But the Lord is 
faithful, and he will strengthen and protect you from the evil one…

Three – Looking for Good (virtue) – Trust
“Trust in the Lord lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 
acknowledge Him and He will direct your paths.” 

Four – Living the Impact (obedience)– Moral Responsibility for one another is at the 
  heart of God the Father.  In this world we are His hands, feet and eyes.  
  Loving caring and reconciling are the tasks specifically given to you and I as 
     followers of Jesus. 

September 20th, 2009 
The Nagging Widow 
(Luke 18:1-8)

Jesus told them a story showing that it was necessary for them to pray consistently and 
never quit. 2 He said, "There was once a judge in some city who never gave God a 
thought and cared nothing for people. 3 A widow in that city kept after him: 'My rights 
are being violated. Protect me!' 

4 "He never gave her the time of day. But after this went on and on he said to himself, 'I 
care nothing what God thinks, even less what people think. 5 But because this widow 
won't quit nagging me, I'd better do something and see that she gets justice — otherwise 
I'm going to end up beaten black and blue by her pounding.'" 

6 Then the Master said, "Do you hear what that judge, corrupt as he is, is saying? 7 So 
what makes you think God won't step in and work justice for his chosen people, who 
continue to cry out for help? Won't he stick up for them? 8 I assure you, he will. He will 
not drag his feet. But how much of that kind of persistent faith will the Son of Man find 
on the earth when he returns?" 

One – Getting to the Point (Truth) – The parable of the “Nagging Widow” is very 
straightforward. There is no mystery here, it is about the relationship between relentless 
prayer and losing heart in prayer. Before Jesus even told the disciples this particular 
parable He told His followers, “there are a couple of things you are going to need to 
know about prayer”  

�

God the Father listens to persistent prayer 

�

He responds to persistent people who do not give up  



This parable is about far more than just mere mortals getting the attention of the Creator 
of the Universe. If His eye is on the sparrow, then we have to know that God is watching 
us, and that we already have His attention. If an unjust judge can be worn down by a 
frustrated woman – then God can and will hear the prayers of those who diligently and 
relentlessly seek Him. No, my friend this parable is about us being faithful and persistent 
with God.  When these virtues are evident and active in our life they completely touch the 
heart of God and connect us to Him.  They bring Him to our aide and rescue. Jesus once 
told His disciples and about five thousand others who were listening in… Blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness for they will be filled. He also said… to 
His followers… I’m telling you, keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. 
Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to 
you. For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone who 
knocks, the door will be opened. 

Two – Asking the Right Questions (listening) – If we already have His attention then 
why do we need to ask and why doesn’t God just answer us the first time we ask Him? 
Why does it seem that He answers me some of the time and not all the time?  I have been 
nagging Him, why does it feel like nothing is happening?  
These are good questions, but are they the right questions?
How can we keep praying and not lose heart?  What is the cause of unanswered prayer? 
Is it God, His Kingdom and His Justice that we seek, or is it merely what we want Him to 
do for us in our kingdom?  How much of our prayer is secular and selfish? How much of 
our prayer is given to listening to the God we are petitioning?

Three – Looking for Good (Virtue) – Persistence (n); the quality of steadily continuing 
despite obstacles, opposition, or problems – undeterred or obstinate continuance despite 
any and all circumstances

Four – Living the Impact (obedience) – We should live our life with a never give up 
attitude. In relationship with a God who is “Good and Just” we should be in relentless 
and intentional pursuit of Him and Him alone. Jesus did not give up when His mission 
became increasingly difficult and painful.  He did not teach His followers to give up and 
quit when times were hard He taught them to stand, to resist the enemy and persist in 
righteousness, to relentlessly seek the kingdom of God. God in His mercy and grace has 
not given up on us even through our up and down - in and out relationship with Him. If 
we faithfully persist eventually God will affirm and validate His purpose and plans in us 
by defending us when we need it most. God’s timing in our life is impeccable. When we 
believe He has not heard us when we want Him to we get angry and doubt. How is that 
working for us?  

When we petition and ask of God we must make sure that our request and desire 
reflects love for God with all of our heart soul, mind and strength and that it comes 
from a genuine love for our neighbor as ourselves.  When God hears us or when 
God answers us we need to be settled that justice has been served – God is a just 
God, and God loves His people. 



Wrap - It is important to understand that this parable is one of contrasts. If you don’t 
understand this you will think God must be pestered, argued with and bribed in order to 
get your prayers answered. The parable is not teaching that. God wants to answer the 
prayers of his children. We lose heart because we don’t understand God’s timing or 
purpose. We ask questions like, “When... or Why now.... or How could you....? We 
challenge the justice and goodness of God. This is not good.In our final thoughts… this 
parable  leaves us with two huge issues to reconcile ( how do we respond): God’s 
character (heart) and God’s chronology (timing). Persistent prayer is the demonstration of 
faith in the character of God’s attributes and the

September 27th, 2009 Seed Planting for Dummies 
(Matthew 13:1-9)
Later in the day Jesus left the house and sat on the beach.  In no time at all a crowd 
gathered along the shoreline., forcing Him to get into a boat.  Using the boat as a pulpit, 
He addressed His congregation. 
What do you make of this? A farmer planted seed. As he scattered the seed some of it fell 
on the road and birds ate it. Some fell in the gravel; it sprouted quickly but didn’t put 
down roots, so when the sun came up it withered just as quickly.  Some fell in the weeds; 
as it came up, the weeds strangled it.  Some fell on good earth, and produced a harvest 
beyond his wildest dreams. Are you listening to this? Really listening? 

One – Getting to the Point (Truth) – I have described this parable as “seed 



planting for dummies” only because… one - it happens to be the most familiar of all the 
parables Jesus ever spoke. Two - it also happens to be one of the parables that He most 
clearly explained to the disciples; leaving everyone with very little room for 
misunderstanding for what he meant. This parable is about the land (soil) more than 
about the seeds.  The land-owner hires a “sower” (seed planter), who scatters the seed. 
But the story quickly focuses on how the soil responds to the seed.  In scattering the seed 
the sower discovers it has fallen on very different types of soil; some good, some not so 
good, some bad, and some worse. And, it is the same seed that produces no crop, some 
crop, and a good crop. For perspective it is interesting to note that in Jesus day land used 
for planting was usually just outside of walls or limits of each city, town or village.  The 
land was not fenced off or strategically divided by testing of soil samples or composition. 
The land was owned or leased and farmed.  Hired sowers scattered seed on it just as it 
was.  Because of proximity to the city and there were no fences or boundaries people not 
only walked right through the local grain-fields but many outcasts and lesser-than’s even 
lived in them.  The entire region was and is known for its “mixed bag” of fertile soil, 
surface limestone deposits, and thorny brush and weeds.   In this parable it is important 
that we see ourselves as the sower, the soil, or even both – but not the seed.  According to 
Jesus, the seed represents the message of the kingdom of Heaven. The message (like the 
seed) has varied responses from the people (the soil) based upon condition and 
circumstances. Often the message of Jesus (like the seed) will take time to develop 
because of the hard times and difficult people – we scatter the seed (the message) and 
wait for the Lord of the Harvest.  The promise of the Father through Jesus is that in time 
the message (seed) will produce a harvest. 

Two - Asking the Right Questions (Listening) Am I the sower, or am I the the 
soil? Shouldn’t I be both? Are you hearing but not understanding? Are you seeing but not 
perceiving? Has your heart become numb and your mind become dull? Am I hard and 
rocky? Am I a worn down path? Am I thorny weeds? And if I am the sower, do I scatter 
the seed regardless of any condition and circumstance?

Three - Looking for Good (Virtue) – Faith - Faith and believing that God will 
bring the harvest from the seed that  has been sown in us - and the seed we have sown in 
others.  

Four - Living the Impact (Obedience)  
Obediently hear the message of the gospel of Jesus 
Willingly receive the message of the gospel of Jesus 
Faithfully live the message of the gospel of Jesus 
Lovingly share the message of the gospel of Jesus



October 4th, 2009 Future Farmers of America (Wheat and Weeds)
(Matthew 13:24-35)
Jesus told another story. "God's kingdom is like a farmer who planted good seed in his 
field. 25 That night, while his hired men were asleep, his enemy sowed thistles all 
through the wheat and slipped away before dawn. 26 When the first green shoots 
appeared and the grain began to form, the thistles showed up, too. 27 "The farmhands 
came to the farmer and said, 'Master, that was clean seed you planted, wasn't it? Where 
did these thistles come from?' 28 "He answered, 'Some enemy did this.' 
"The farmhands asked, 'Should we weed out the thistles?' 29 "He said, 'No, if you weed 
the thistles, you'll pull up the wheat, too. 30 Let them grow together until harvest time. 
Then I'll instruct the harvesters to pull up the thistles and tie them in bundles for the fire, 
then gather the wheat and put it in the barn.'" 



One – Getting to the Point (Truth) – Pay close attention all Future Farmers of 
America… this is your story – like farming it gets complicated and very intense.  Jesus 
follows up the parable of the sower another farming parable. This one is commonly 
known as the parable of the wheat and weeds.  In the parable of the Sower Jesus 
introduced symbolic for each planters, seeds, soils and harvest.  In “wheat and weeds” 
roles change and new ones are added.  In this parable there are two sowers. The first 
sower is Jesus as Himself, sowing good seed throughout the world (soil).  The good seed 
represents the followers of Christ (Godly people). They are the wheat. The second sower 
is the devil, or as Jesus called him, “Diablous.”  He sneaks in under the cover of darkness 
and sows his bad seed among the good. The bad seed represents the followers of 
wickedness and evil (ungodly people). They are the weeds.  In addition Jesus later 
explains the harvesters as God’s angels and the time of the harvest as the end of time or 
consummation of the ages. Jesus then describes “the judgment” as the weeds (evil 
people) being separated at harvest from the wheat (good people).  The final 
representation and Jesus explanation is rather blunt.  The weeds are bundled and burned 
in the furnace.  Jesus identifies the furnace as “hell.”  This parable wrapped in farming 
metaphor and imagery is about good and evil, judgment and consequence.  There are two 
clear conclusions from this parable. One: There is reward for the godly followers of 
Jesus.  Two: There is punishment for the ungodly followers of Diablous.
Two - Asking the Right Questions (Listening) In all the role-playing of the 
parables how do I keep track of what is good and what is evil? In the ever-
changing circumstances of my life how does my role change? I have read that there is a 
law; that even when I want do good evil is always there with me… if I am to remain good 
wheat among evil weeds how can I keep from being overtaken? How about the idea of 
once a weed always a weed?  The “bundle and burn” is a tough reality can I deal with 
it?
Three - Looking for Good (Virtue) Wisdom – Finding the virtue within this 
parable lies within the motivation of our will and the intent of our heart. Ill will and evil 
intent are according to Jesus what corrupts what we think say and do. It short it 
determines power and influence of both good and evil in our life.  Jesus is the sower of 
good seed  - to avoid destruction at harvest we must actively and intentionally turn from 
all that does not move and conform our life to Christ.

Four - Living the Impact (Obedience) As a (good seed – good wheat) follower 
of Jesus, our plan of action must be very precise about the following…o

Recognize evil  that surrounds our life  
Resist evil at work in our life   
Prefer good above all evil for our lifea
Pursue good with the time we have in our life  

October 11th, 2009, Things that Grow – Things That Rise …for 500 
Please Alex
(Matthew 13:31-33) 

Another story. "God's kingdom is like a pine nut that a farmer plants. 32 It is 



quite small as seeds go, but in the course of years it grows into a huge pine 
tree, and eagles build nests in it." 

33 Another story. "God's kingdom is like yeast that a woman works into the 
dough for dozens of loaves of barley bread — and waits while the dough 
rises." 

34 All Jesus did that day was tell stories — a long storytelling afternoon. 35 
His storytelling fulfilled the prophecy:

I will open my mouth and tell stories;

I will bring out into the open

things hidden since the world's first day. 

One – Getting to the Point (Truth) – The Parables of the mustard seed and 

the yeast are about the Kingdom of God or Kingdom of Heaven and the 

power of the Holy Spirit at work within and without.  Both terms the 

Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Heaven were used by Jesus to 

describe and communicate life (as it should be) as a believer and follower of 

God on earth here and now; and life in and then life (as it will be) in the 

world to come. Both terms meant the same thing to Jesus – and both terms 

were in a sense a spiritual paradox.  The Kingdom is here and now, and it is 

then and there.  It is always moving out from us and is continually coming to 

us at the same time.  Jesus intended for His followers to know that the 

Kingdom of Heaven was among them and in indeed in them. The Kingdom 



of God is here – but yet His kingdom is continually streaming, emerging, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit growing and rising.  Although it is 

always moving towards God (the Creator) - the Kingdom of Heaven is also 

coming towards us (to create) and nothing can stop it.  The Kingdom of 

Heaven is in this world - but not of this world.  The growing and rising of 

the Kingdom is initiated and sustained by the power of the Holy Spirit but 

the Kingdom is completed in Jesus. That is why Jesus said… Kingdom of 

Heaven is like… a mustard seed or God’s Kingdom is like yeast added to the 

dough – they were relatable and identifiable as things that grow and things 

that rise and of His Kingdom there will be no end.  

Two - Asking the Right Questions (Listening) Has this seed been planted 

in me? Is the Kingdom of God being nurtured in me or am I simply 

nurturing kingdoms of this world (bad seed)?  If this kingdom is growing in 

me, and in my world why is there not more evidence?  How do I let this 

kingdom grow and rise up in me and in my world? Jesus said, “by this will 

everyone know that you are my followers (part of my Kingdom)… that you 

love one another”

Three - Looking for Good (Virtue) Belief – Believing in what is good and 

right, believing in all that is glorious and forever, believing in everything 

that is God (within and without of His Kingdom). To believe is to engage 

one’s self in relationship with Jesus – to believe is to discover one’s self in 

Jesus - to believe is to rediscover one’s self in Jesus. To believe is to define 

and redefine one’s self in Jesus. To believe is to come to the point of taking 

what we believe about Jesus to the next level - in Jesus; to live in the 



Kingdom, to move in the Kingdom, and to breathe in the life of the 

Kingdom – to seek first the Kingdom… finally to be the Kingdom. Growing 

up in the Kingdom and letting the Kingdom of Heaven rise within you!

Four - Living the Impact (Obedience) The Believer of God, the Follower 

of Jesus… carefully, steadily, and faithfully nurtures the kingdom seed that 

has been strategically (and not by chance) planted by the power of the Holy 

Spirit within us.  Seeking to grow… longing to rise…

The Growing Kingdom and 
Rising Glory of God

[ZECHARIAH 4:10] – It does not matter how small or insignificant it 
begins – it will grow. Don’t be impulsively consumed with the smallness 
and difficulty of the beginning. Do the right things – be the right person and 
the kingdom and glory of God will grow and eventually rise into your 
circumstance.
[MATTHEW 17:20] – Have faith and do not doubt, the seed will grow and 
the glory of God will rise. Get up each day and declare to yourself and to 
anyone willing to listen… the kingdom of God is growing and rising in me 
and in my world.
[1 CORINTHIANS 1:26 – 31]  - no matter how foolish or out of step with 
the compromised intellect of the world know this… God will take 
everything that seems ignorant, foolish, ridiculous and un-useful and He will 
shame the elitist, the pseudo-intellectual and secular ideology and He 
will grow His Kingdom in us and His glory will rise among us.

w

Making it Personal - The Kingdom of God in Me  (Growing – Rising] 
committed, responsible, resilient

c

Taking it Global – The Kingdom of God in the World [Growing – 
Rising] concerned, aware, engaged 



A Serious Stash and Big-Time Bling – What is it Worth?
(Matthew 13:44) 
"God's kingdom is like a treasure hidden in a field for years and then 
accidently found by a trespasser. The finder is ecstatic — what a find! — 
and proceeds to sell everything he owns to raise money and buy that field. 

"Or, God's kingdom is like a jewel merchant on the hunt for excellent pearls. 
46 Finding one that is flawless, he immediately sells everything and buys it. 

 Over the years at Reunion you have heard me often quote one of my 
favorite authors, Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  He passionately wrote in his book 
“the Cost of Discipleship… “Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field. 
For the sake of it, a man will gladly go and sell all that he has. It is the pearl 
of great price to buy, for which the merchant will sell all his goods. It is the 
kingly rule of Christ, for whose sake a man will pluck out the eye which 



causes him to stumble. It is the call of Jesus Christ at which the disciple 
leaves all he has and follows him. Costly grace is the gospel, which must be 
sought again and again ”the gift which must be asked for, the door at which 
a man must knock. Such grace is costly, because it calls us to follow, and it 
is grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs 
a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life. It is 
costly because it condemns sin, and grace because it justifies the sinner. 
Above all, it is costly because it cost God the life of his Son. Ye were bought 
at a price, and what has cost God much cannot be cheap for us. Above all, it 
is grace because God did not reckon his Son too dear a price to pay for our 
life, but delivered him up for us. Costly grace is the incarnation of God.”

One – Getting to the Point (Truth) These two parables are about cost and 
value. The parables are about the value and cost of being part of the 
Kingdom of God. What is the cost? And, is it valuable enough to be worth 
it? Jesus says, “God’s Kingdom is like a treasure hidden in a field (serious 
stash) or a costly pearl (big-time bling). In this parable Jesus creates a 
natural curiosity for his listeners by relating to the human desire for finding 
something of great value. He then wraps his story around the lives of two 
men. One, who accidentally finds something of great value, and the other 
who has made a career of seeking things of great value.  Both men 
ultimately see the value of what they have discovered and make a conscious 
and life changing decision for it. They both decide that the “Stash and 
Bling” they have found are worth giving up everything for. There 
conclusion: No matter the cost to them they will pay it in order to have this 
valuable gift. To better illustrate I have put together a paraphrased version of 
the “costly pearl” parable. 

One day, a jeweler with some free time on is hands decided to go to the 
“shop  and  swap”  and  look  around.  He  always  had  his  eye  open  for 
something  special  but  all  he  wanted  was  a  relaxing  way  to  spend  the 
afternoon.  He  found  the  usual  assortment  of  stuff  at  each  table.  It  was 
amazing  what  people  were  trying  selling,  and  even  more  amazing  what 
people were buying. As he walked around, he just shook his head, and even 
picked up a couple of "bargains" himself.

As he walked the rows of booths and tables, he saw something interesting 



out of the corner of his eye It was a little and unattractive booth that didn't 
seem  to  get  much  business,  and  in  fact  didn't  seem  to  have  much 
merchandise to offer. For some reason this made the jeweler curious, so he 
decided to go check it out.

At the booth, he saw a friendly looking man with a beard standing behind 
the table. There was only one item on the table, and it wasn't until he got 
close that he realized what that item was. It was a giant pearl! Not just any 
pearl  either,  this  was  the  finest  pearl  that  the  jeweler  had  ever  seen. 
"Immediately he thought how it would look in the window of his store." He 
had to have that pearl!

Trying to appear cool and nonchalant, he spoke to the man behind the table. 
"That's quite a pearl you've got there. I've never seen one quite like it."

"Yes," the man said, "it's a rather rare specimen."

He asked, "how much do you want for it?"

"Well, that depends. I'll tell you what, I'll sell it to you for all you've got."

That offer made the jeweler stop for a minute. "All I've got," he thought. 
"This guy's is trying to play me. But I've got to have that pearl. It's worth 
more than anything I have."

The jeweler changed strategies. "I agree, that's a very valuable pearl, but I'm 
not sure it's worth everything I've got. What is your real price?"

"No," the seller said, "I'm quite sure that this pearl is worth more than you've 
got. So I’m already giving you a bargain. That's the price, take it or leave it."

This was a big decision for the jeweler, but he finally decided it was worth it 
to have that pearl. "Okay," he said, reaching for his wallet and checkbook, 
"here you go. You can have all I've got. Here's my money, my credit cards, 
my checkbook, everything."

"Thank you," the man said, "and here's your pearl. I'd be careful with it if I 
were you."

"Don't worry about that," the jeweler replied, "with what I paid for this, I'll 



be very careful with it. I'm going to put it on display in my store window."

"Store  window,"  the  man  asked.  "I  thought  you  said  you'd  given  me 
everything for that pearl."

"I did, didn't I? Well, okay, you can have my store too. It's still a good deal. 
Stop by on Monday, and I'll sign it over to you.

"Thank you," the man replied, "I appreciate your honesty."

"Well, thanks, I better go put this is my car before I drop it or something."

"Did you say car," the man asked. " I thought you said you'd given me 
everything for that pearl." 
 
"Hmmm, that’s true I did, didn't I." The jeweler was realizing he’d better 
watch what he was saying. Then he looked at the pearl again and thought... 
"What's the value of a car, compared to this; “Here, take the keys, the car is 
yours."

"Thank you," the man said. "It's nice to business with an honest man."

"Uh, yeah, thanks," stuttered the jeweler, "Can I borrow your cell, I need to 
call someone at home to come pick me up. I can’t wait to show the pearl to 
my family."

"Wow, did you say home, family," asked the man, "do you have a home and 
a family?"

"I can’t believe I did it again," thought the jeweler. "Yep, that's what I said."

"I thought our deal was for everything you had."

"Ouch, he's got me," said the jeweler. This was getting out of control fast. 
"Okay, okay, yes I did say that. You can have my home and family too. It's 
still a good deal."

"Thanks," the man replied, "I sure hope you're not disappointed."

"No, It hurts but I am not disappointed at all," said the jeweler, "even though 



it's cost me much more than I ever expected, I still got the best deal here. 
Thank you. I'll just shut up and go now, I hope you enjoy everything I've 
given you. I know I'll enjoy my pearl."

The now former jeweler and car driving home-owner turned to go. He had 
his pearl, and that was enough. But, as he started to walk away, the man 
interrupted his thoughts once again. "Excuse me friend."   

"Yes."

"You've given everything to me in exchange for that pearl, right?"

"Yes, that's right."

"Okay, then can I ask you to do one thing for me."

"What's  that,"  the  broken  former  car  driving  home-owning  jeweler 
responded.

"The car that you gave me," he started, "I want you to remember that it's 
mine now, but I want you take it with you. I want you to take care of it, and 
use it. But, most importantly, I want you to use it for me. I want good things 
done with it, just do that for me."

"I  don’t  know what  to  say,  thank-you so  much,"  the  jeweler  responded, 
feeling a little better.

"But wait that's not quite all," the man said, "the house and family that you 
gave me. They're mine, and I will be responsible and take care for it all. But, 
do you think you could be my helper, maybe live there in the house, and 
watch over the family  for me?"

"Sure, I would love to do that " the jeweler responded, "Until today I've been 
doing that anyway."

"Yes, you have, but there's a difference now. Since they're mine, I expect 
you to act  towards them like I  would.  Treat  your family  like I  would – 
patiently love them - teach them - pray with them. Use your house like I 
would,  especially  to  help  the  poor,  the  orphaned,  the  widows,  and  the 
needy."



“ I'm not sure I know how to do that," said the jeweler.

"You'll know when the time comes," explained the Lord. "I'll send my Holy 
Spirit to tell you what I'd do, and here, take this too, it's a copy of my Word. 
As you read it, you can learn about me, and how I take care of my family."

Then  the  Lord  continued.  "While  we're  at  it,  I  want  you to  manage  my 
jewelry business for me too. That way, you'll have the money you need to 
take  care  of  my  home,  car,  and family.  I  only  want  the  tithe,  that's  ten 
percent of the profits. You can find out how I want it run by looking in my 
Word, too. Oh, and one last thing, take the checkbook and wallet. You'll 
need to watch over my money as well. Be sure to put it where I want it."

By this point, the jeweler was amazed. He'd given up everything to get the 
pearl, and now he had it all back. "Do you want me to give the pearl back?" 
he asked.

"No," the man replied, "we made a deal. You can have the pearl, and enjoy it 
to the fullest. All I want is for you to use everything you've given me as I 
would."

"Wow,"  thought  the  jeweler,  "what  a  deal."  "Thank  you,"  he  said,  "I 
appreciate you giving me the pearl, and allowing me to become a steward of 
everything I've given you. I hope I can live up to your expectations. By the 
way, what's your name?"

He replied, "I am Jesus."

Two - Asking the Right Questions (Listening) – Right here right now; 
what is most valuable to me;? What does my present lifestyle and 
circumstance say about what I value most in life? Do I even have a good 
sense of what is most valuable?  How valuable is the kingdom that Jesus 
talks about?  Is it valuable enough to me that I should give up anything and 
everything necessary to be a part of it?
 
Three - Looking for Good (Virtue)  The Good is the Kingdom of God.  If 
as Jesus said, “the Kingdom is in you”  then there is good in us, and 
certainly good in others.  Reach out for what is good in us and in others. 
Value what is good above everything else.  Believe in the good in yourself 
and in others and God’s Kingdom will come.



Four - Living the Impact (Obedience) 

�

Move each day towards the place where we (Spirit-led) Interrupt and 
Override our life for the life of the God’s Kingdom. 

�

Pray that His Kingdom will Come, and Believe that His Kingdom is 
the Valued Treasure in you.

�

Pray that God will Reveal His Kingdom to the World Through You.

�

Value God’s Kingdom in Ways Jesus Valued God’s Kingdom 

�

Be Willing to be Willing to Give Everything for God’s Kingdom.

October 25th 2009
“You’re A Good Man Charlie Brown”
(Luke 10:25-37)

One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by asking him this question: 
"Teacher, what should I do to inherit eternal life?"

26 Jesus replied, "What does the law of Moses say? How do you read it?" 

27 The man answered, "'You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your 
soul, all your strength, and all your mind.' And, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'" 

28 "Right!" Jesus told him. "Do this and you will live!" 



29 The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"

30 Jesus replied with a story: "A Jewish man was traveling on a trip from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and he was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him up, 
and left him half dead beside the road. 

31 "By chance a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying there, he crossed to 
the other side of the road and passed him by. 32 A Temple assistant walked over and 
looked at him lying there, but he also passed by on the other side. 

33 "Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, he felt 
compassion for him. 34 Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive 
oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey and took him 
to an inn, where he took care of him. 35 The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver 
coins, telling him, 'Take care of this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I'll pay you the 
next time I'm here.' 

36 "Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was 
attacked by bandits?" Jesus asked.

37 The man replied, "The one who showed him mercy."

Then Jesus said, "Yes, now go and do the same." 

One – Getting to the Point (Truth) – Two main things characterize this parable: 

A – The points of the parable itself. 



B – The dialogue of the characters that precede the telling of the parable. 

Always remember, How you and I love people is the single most important indicator of 

our relationship with God. At the time of Jesus, Israel and the religious society had failed 

to keep the foundational principle of the law - which was to love. Take a quick look at the 

priorities of their social structure – it will help us understand why Jesus chose to tell the 

story of the “good Samaritan” to the lawyer.

               

You all know me… I believe this is the main message of the whole Bible; God has given 

everything to reveal love to His creation. And everything truly close to the heart of God 

and the life of Christ always leads right to that love. That kind of love leads us to put 

Christ and others as more of a priority –even above our self. Most bible teachers who 

specialize in the parables believe the parables have as many points as they do major 

characters. If this is true, then the following points of truth can lead us to the significant 

characters in this parable:

Point 1: According to Jesus even our enemies are our neighbors.

Point 2: Ethnic and social importance are no guarantee of right relationship with God.

Point 3: The Samaritan’s actions are a clear example of what Jesus defined as love.

A – The points of the parable itself. 

The best way to organize this parable is around the major players. In the story there are 

the robbers, the victim, the priest, the levite, the Samaritan and the innkeeper. Of these, 

the major players are the victim (Joseph Jew), the priest and levite (the religious 

hypocrite) and the Samaritan (Charlie Brown). Notice that Jesus says, “A certain man, a 

certain priest, a certain levite.” There are no names; there is only real life.

The Robbers – What’s yours is mine and I’m going to take it! The road between 

Jerusalem and Jericho was very steep and it was treacherous because of the many places 



for robbers to hide. In fact the name for the road was the way of blood. So, this is a very 

believable story for those listening. The Jewish man is attacked by the robbers; he is 

beaten, wounded, and left for dead. He needs help.

The Religious - Priest/Levite – What’s mine is mine and I’m going to keep it! It helps 

to understand the culture here - anyone who touched a dead man would be become 

unclean. The priests could have used the excuse that they didn’t want to touch the man 

because he might have been dead. That would have kept them from serving God in the 

temple. BUT, the priest and Levite were going "down on the road." (Jerusalem is on a 

hill) They were leaving Jerusalem to Jericho and could not use the excuse that they did 

not want to touch the man and be unclean for worship. They had already accomplished 

their duties and were heading home. In fact, the story shows their hypocrisy. They had 

just been to worship God (love God), but did not help the wounded man (love neighbor). 

His refusal to love his neighbor casts doubt on his love for God. The Priest was an expert 

in the law and undoubtedly knew of laws like those in Lev 23:4-5 which commanded that 

you help your enemy’s donkey if he was lost or overburdened, but he was unwilling to 

help a human in distress.(vs 32) The Levite was also from the tribe responsible for 

spiritual leadership of the nation. He also would “know” the law and what was required 

of him. What did the priest and levite do? Both ignored the wounded man lying in the 

road. They represent people caught up in lifeless, pretentious, cynical and judgmental 

religion. They play at church, but it does not affect the way that they live.

The Righteous - the Good Samaritan (Charlie Brown) What’s mine is yours and I’m 

going to share it! Who does the hearer of the parable expect to come by next. Look back 

at the society circles. They would have expected Joseph Jew to come by. But Jesus the 

master storyteller, reveals eternal truth with a surprise ending. He skips all the circles – 

all the way down to the Samaritan. Samaritans were an inferior mixed race in the Jewish 

mind. He was considered to be less than human, but look at his actions:

Compassion - He doesn’t pass by on the other side as is required by law. He 

moved toward the injured man. This is so significant because you must move toward 

people in order to love, in order to build relationships. It doesn’t just happen. It isn’t 

convenient. The Samaritan is moving toward someone who would despise him, if he 

were conscious. Someone who would not do the same if the situation was reversed. When 

we feel like you have no deep relationships with others, perhaps it is because we are 

waiting for something to happen. We are waiting for someone to move toward us. 



Perhaps you and I need to take the initiative and move toward others. It is a scary thing to 

do because you might be rejected or hurt, but you can’t build relationships the way Jesus 

intended unless we do.

Care - He stopped and took care of his wounds (oil and wine were the traveling 

medicine kit of the day). He put him on his own donkey and the Samaritan walked. He 

took the wounded man to an inn. It is important to recognize that he took the time to take 

care of him. I think we sometimes make a donation to a worthy cause to pacify our 

conscience when perhaps we should have gotten involved. In our society, we are so busy 

with the chaos and techno-pace ace of going to work, taking our children to soccer 

games, going to Bible studies or care groups, etc. that we often don’t have time to reach 

out and love the way Jesus loved. 

Cost - He gave money to take care of him and put no limit on how much he would 

spend to see that the wounded man was taken care of. Remember that this is a Samaritan 

in enemy territory. He has just told one of his enemies (a Jewish landlord), “Here is my 

VISA card.” Do whatever you need to do to take care of him. Talk about vulnerability!!! 

This is also significant because vulnerability is also essential for loving others. When you 

move toward someone else,  you might be hurt. But you must be willing to sacrifice and 

be vulnerable, and take the chance of being hurt.

B – The dialogue of the characters that precede the telling of the parable. Jesus does 

not condemn anyone for what they don’t not know or understand. He condemned for 

what is already known and understood, but did not obeyed! Listen to a part of their 

conversation…

Lawyer - What do I have to do to get eternal Life?  Jesus - What does Moses law say? 

Lawyer – Love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength.  Jesus - Well bro, right 

on… “do this and you will live,” 

But, is Jesus really saying to him that you can get to heaven by doing the perfect things? 

Or is Jesus in fact, using the man’s own words to say to him, “Ok, now you have said it, 

so do it and you will live.”  By telling the lawyer this Jesus is holding up a mirror for the 

man to see his own sin. He makes an accommodating statement - to accommodate the 



man’s understanding and help him see the truth. Jesus knew the man could (on his own) 

never do it. He wanted the man to see it that as well. Most of us veteran Christians have 

heard the statement - “You’ve got to get them lost before you can get them saved.” That 

is what is going on here. Jesus is trying to make a clear way for the man to see his need 

for salvation. When the lawyer finally asks Jesus the question “who is my neighbor” to 

test him it is not a sincere question.  And for that reason Jesus goes along with the little 

religious game (the lawyer’s assumption) that you can earn eternal life.  The lawyer is 

actually very self-righteous. Remember that most parables answer a question and deal 

with an attitude. He had a prideful and self-righteous attitude. The scripture says the 

lawyer was “seeking to justify himself.”  The lawyer was a microcosm of the entire 

nation and what their religion had become. I know we don’t have that problem in our 

culture. We just give good speeches and appear to tolerate and appreciate everything and 

everyone – but never really follow through to do the most difficult and meaningful things 

that real love requires – mutual relationship of humility, service, and sacrifice. Verse 30 

says, “Jesus replied...” The Greek word Luke used means to “take up.”  The man had 

thrown down a challenge and Jesus took him up on it. This is not simply, “Jesus 

answered him.” This is more like Jesus saying to him, ”Hey, you listen to this story, 

and then, if you still think you that you got it goin’ on bro – then turn the lights out, 

and rock on… 

Two - Asking the Right Questions (Listening) – In this context the right questions 

would be, what does the term “eternal life” mean? And, what do I do, to have 

eternal life? Can you teach me how to love like that? 

It also might be important this week to talk about the wrong questions to ask as well. 

Ridiculous questions like… Who is my neighbor? Do I have to love people I don’t like? 

Do I have to love people that sin… like strippers, whore’s, politicians, gays, lawyers, 

liberals, and everyone who doesn’t love God like I love Him?  If you are interested, Jesus 

answered those kind of questions with a question. What does the law say? The lawyer, 

has some skills in Mosaic law, so he answers Jesus by saying one must love God with all 

one’s heart (Deut 6:4) and his neighbor as himself (Lev 19:18).



Three - Looking for Good (Virtue) – Love is the virtue of this parable.  Love is the 

greatest virtue of all virtues.  God is love….  For God so loved the world…  Jesus said, 

love like I love… Paul, the apostle said, without love we have nothing - love never 

fails… John the disciple of Jesus said, if we do not love - we live in darkness… Peter the 

passionate disciple said, love deeply, love covers many sins… Mother Teresa said, the 

hunger for love is much more difficult to remove than the hunger for bread… Ralph 

Waldo Emerson said, all mankind loves a lover… Karl Menninger the renowned 

psychiatrist said, love cures people, the ones who give it - and the ones who receive it… 

George Sand novelist said, there is only one happiness in life: to love and to be loved…

and for all of the pagans here this morning, John Lennon the Beatle said to us, all you 

need is love, love – love is all you need…  

Four - Living the Impact (Obedience) - Which of these “proved to be a neighbor?” The 

obvious answer is Charlie. The Samaritan proved to be the “neighbor” to the wounded 

man. But the lawyer couldn’t bring himself to say to Jesus… the good Samaritan. For 

him that was an oxymoron. So he answered, “The one who showed mercy toward him.” 

Now… the significance of the last question. What did the lawyer ask? “Who is my 

neighbor? He knew who his neighbor was what he really asking was how much is this 

going to screw with my life? Wrong question. So then Jesus changes the question and 

makes the neighbor be the subject. Love does not how much is this going to screw with 

my life? Love asks, “What can I do to help?” Love does not just meet the other person 

half way. The old saying that marriage is a 50/50 relationship is terrible. If you love, you 

give 100%. The Samaritan’s actions were a true demonstration of love because he had no 

prior relationship with the wounded man, he would not gain anything materially from his 

actions. He would instead lose time and money. And the wounded man probably would 

not have done the same for him if the situation were reversed. Can we love this way? 

Yes, we can, and we will love this way – we must love this way.  We are followers of 

Jesus. This is not love from works (works are dead) but this is love from fruit – fruit of 

the Spirit (the Spirit gives life).  Filled with the love of Jesus, filled with the Holy Spirit 

we love like we should. Biblical love transcends boundaries of geography, race, religion, 

socio-economic status, politics, and even convenience. We must love all men equally and 



well. My neighbor is anyone with a legitimate need for which God has given me the 

resources to meet that need.

November 1st, 2009
Praying Humble and Praying Proud A Study in Contrast or Pharisee’s 
Gone Wild
 (Luke 18:9-14)

 Then Jesus told this story to some who had great confidence in their own 
righteousness and scorned everyone else: 10 "Two men went to the Temple 
to pray. One was a Pharisee, and the other was a despised tax collector. 11 
The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this prayer: 'I thank you, God, that 
I am not a sinner like everyone else. For I don't cheat, I don't sin, and I don't 
commit adultery. I'm certainly not like that tax collector! 12 I fast twice a 
week, and I give you a tenth of my income.' 

13 "But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift his eyes 
to heaven as he prayed. Instead, he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, 'O God, 
be merciful to me, for I am a sinner.' 14 I tell you, this sinner, not the 
Pharisee, returned home justified before God. For those who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted." 

 Getting to Know the Lead Characters
 
The Pharisee - Remember the Jewish societal circles? The Pharisee was one of the most 
respected people in the Jewish culture (second circle). The public perception was that 
Pharisee’s were very righteous (good and holy). Sometimes we tend to over-look that 
because the biographies of Jesus completely throw them under the bus (rightly so). But 
lets look at the actual heart and character of these guys and make our own decision before 
we just label them Pharisees Gone Wild!
Pharisee Profile: He approached God and worship with high visibility i.e. When 
everyone stood they would kneel - and when everyone knelt they would stand – when 
everyone was speaking they would become noticeably silent - and when everyone was 
silent they always had something to say.
Pharisee Rhetoric: These guys actually prayed “to themselves.” The NIV translates it as 
“about themselves” but “to themselves” is right on track with who they were and what 
was in their heart, and it is a better translation of the Greek.  Regardless, the point is - 
God was totally not listening.



Pharisee Self Image: He continuously made comparisons between himself others while 
constantly putting others down (real insecurity issues). The Pharisee was completely “off 
base’ in his comparison between himself and the tax gatherer The Pharisee was oblivious 
to (or simply disregarded) his own sins, but very aware of other peoples’ sins. This is the 
reoccurring “M.O.” or characteristic of a self-righteous person. Which is why Jesus had 
to eventually had to come out and say, “remove the log from your own eye before you 
point out the speck in your brother’s eye.” The Pharisee depended on his works – 
somehow believing that they gave him bonus points with God.
Pharisee Business: Truth is Phil the Pharisee was typically not a swindler, unjust, 
adulterer, or porn-head.  He did not commonly commit betrayal like the tax-gatherer.  He 
fasted twice a week. How many fasts did the law dictate? Well, on the Day of Atonement 
- only one per year.  But he misses this one. He double tithes on his gifts and makes sure 
everyone knows about it. (If it is a gift, someone else has already paid a tithe for it. If he 
gives another tithe, he is basically saying that your tithe was not good enough and I don’t 
trust you). He covered all his bases.
Pharisee Breakdown: Righteousness is not the result of self-righteous activities one 
might perform. Righteousness is not the result of the things you don’t do. If you have that 
attitude it is legalism. If you want to be a church member you have to agree not to do the 
nasty nine. If you want to be a leader in the church, you have to avoid the dirty dozen. 
Righteousness is not the result of what you do or do not do. If the Pharisee misses the 
whole point then what is the point?  The publican gives us the answer.

The Publican: The Publican was probably the least respected member of society. He was 
a Jew who went to work for Rome collecting taxes. He was viewed as a traitor. Because 
typically he would double dip; steal from Rome and steal from his own.

Publican Profile: He stood at a distance. He was afraid to approach God, knowing that 
he was unworthy. He was unwilling to lift his eyes. This showed his humility.

Publican Passion: He was beating his breast - which in that culture was the outward sign 
of an inward pain in one’s soul. The Day of Atonement was the day when you did this. 
You fasted and went around beating your breast because of the pain in your soul.

Publican Plea: He asks for mercy from God. He says, “Be merciful to me, the sinner.” 
He does not say “a” sinner because he does not compare himself to others. As far as he is 
concerned he’s the only sinner before God. That is genuine humility. He literally says, 
“Be propitiated towards me.” Propitiated means be satisfied or pleased. He knew that 
only God could help him be righteous. (Romans 3:23-25) Jesus Christ was the answer to 
this man’s prayer. This word for propitiation is the word used to describe the mercy seat - 
the lid on the Ark of the Covenant. The ark contained the Ten Commandments. All year 
long the people broke the law, and then on the Day of Atonement, blood was spread on 
the mercy seat to cover the sins of the people. It is Christ’s blood that covers our sins. 
Jesus Christ is the propitiation for the world (1John 2:2).

One – Getting to the Point (Truth) – The truth and point of this parable is this… 

Forgiveness and mercy will come to the humble heart – never to the proud. In our 



relationship with God the attitude of our heart and mind are everything to Him. We have 

learned that the Pharisees were arrogant and self-righteous, and they viewed everyone 

else to some degree or another as lesser than themselves, and then held them in spiritual 

and social contempt – that is bad.  That attitude in the heart put into daily action is a 

problem for the kingdom of heaven – it does not fit, and does not work. This parable of 

the Pharisee and Tax – Collector makes this point clear.  To support this truth all we need 

do is consider the principles of justification (validation) and the vision and plan God has 

for us. Look, you and I… we are made right by the grace of God, through the endless 

mercy of Jesus Christ His Son, when we believe in Him - surrender our heart and repent 

of our sins.  That’s on Him not on us.  The Pharisee did not get that memo or if he did he 

did not read it.  Unfortunately he believed that being right, satisfying, or pleasing God 

was all on himself.

Two - Asking the Right Questions (Listening) - If righteousness is not what I do or 
don’t do then “what is it?” What is God’s expectation or criteria for my attitude and 
behavior? If I can’t do it, then how does it get done? How then do I pray to You God? 
And, is my prayer about how I pray – or is it about what is in my heart when I pray?

Three - Looking for Good (Virtue) – Humility is the virtue that moves God with 
compassion towards us.  The scripture says “He gives grace to the humble.”  Humility is 
not an act or role we play like in the movies or the drama of life.  Humility is a condition
Four - Living the Impact (Obedience) – We must aggressively address the arrogance 
and pride that repeatedly creates illusion and delusion and keeps us in denial of reality 
and from facing and accepting the truth.  That is a place of mercy that we can only find in 
humility and brokenness. Again, it is not an action but rather a condition. The day to day 
problem is our attitude: self-righteousness, self pride, and independent arrogance. We live 
in a perpetual mode of self-justification.  Jesus came to change that and and to show us a 
more excellent way. He wanted us to reveal through Himself what was in fact the heart of 
God – He resists the proud heart.  This one principle leads us to Him and in Him we are 
justified and made right before God. Justification is that gracious work of God in which 
He extends mercy to the sincerely repentant sinner who comes to Him in faith. The 
Pharisee did not understand that only God could help him be righteous. How living like 
this plays out goes like this: Jesus stated that the one who exalts himself will be humbled 
and vice versa. The Pharisee, who was socially acceptable, was not acceptable to God. 
The publican (who was a social outcast) was acceptable because of his humility.  Gods 
plan is that Exaltation is the future promise of present humility. The Impact is that 
the entrance into the kingdom of God is granted only to those who humbly accept the 
gracious satisfaction of God that HE alone has made for sin. The one who exalts himself 
will be humbled and the one who humbles himself will be exalted. Entrance into the 
kingdom of God is dependent on recognition of sin and dependence on the mercy of God, 
not dependence on one’s own merit.
A Final Analysis: Jesus told a parable in which the most respected member of society 



went away unjustified while the most despised member of society was justified before 
God. Why? In the parables Jesus deals with two groups of people - the religious and the 
rowdy. There is no sin too great that God can’t forgive and there is no religiosity good 
enough to merit God’s favor. Jesus deals with the issues of legalism and grace throughout 
the parables.t

Religious activity is not a sign of spirituality. Just because people pray does not mean 
they make contact with God. External rituals, giving, etc. do not earn merit with 
God.G

We need to guard against a self-righteous attitude.W
When we compare ourselves with others, we usually draw wrong conclusions.W
We need to humble ourselves now, or God and life will do it later.

Instead we should go to God in humility - grateful for his mercy, expecting Him to 
answer but waiting on his timing - knowing that our God knows best.

November 8th, 2009 
“Midnight at the Oasis”
(Luke 11:5-13)

"Suppose you went to a friend's house at midnight, wanting 
to borrow three loaves of bread. You say to him, 6 'A friend 
of mine has just arrived for a visit, and I have nothing for 
him to eat.' 7 And suppose he calls out from his bedroom, 
'Don't bother me. The door is locked for the night, and my 
family and I are all in bed. I can't help you.' 8 But I tell you 
this—though he won't do it for friendship's sake, if you 
keep knocking long enough, he will get up and give you 
whatever you need because of your shameless persistence. 



9 "And so I tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive 
what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep 
on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. 10 For 
everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. 
And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 

11 "You fathers—if your children ask for a fish, do you 
give them a snake instead? 12 Or if they ask for an egg, do 
you give them a scorpion? Of course not! 13 So if you 
sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him." 

The Parable Presentation: The Request (Cause) In this culture, hospitality is very 

important. Our lead character goes to the home of a friend (the oasis) at midnight for help 

in fulfilling the need of another friend (with travel troubles) who has shown up in his 

home late at night. He more than likely feels confident enough to come to the home of his 

friend because of the nature of their relationship? This is logical, because if you run out 

of something you really need at odd hours and the stores are closed, who are you going to 

go borrow it from… right? The Rejection (Effect) The door is shut and everyone is 

already asleep for the night. In Jesus day in the Jewish household, the family most often 

slept on an elevated pallet with mom and dad on each edge and the children in the 

middle. It’s like going camping with everyone in the tent.  It could not have been very 

comfortable - but it certainly was secure (especially in the middle).  And I’m sure that 

kind of a sleeping arrangement made for lots of fun stories to tell at the table during the 

Passover.  We all know what it is like to be in bed and down for the night. The lamp is 

out, it is dark and you hate getting up even to go to the bathroom, let alone answering the 

door for a friend tapping on your bedroom window wanting to borrow something. The 



Reversal - Because our hero keeps pounding on the window... his friend finally gets up 

and gives him the bread he needs to feed his traveling guest – he more than likely gave 

him even more than he needed. 

This parable is clearly framed by Jesus teaching on prayer. But, first things first… though 

similar in theme and virtue this parable was not a boring Jesus repeat of the parable of 

the nagging widow. Persistence in prayer was the common theme for both parables but 

the principle truth and heart motive that Jesus intended to be heard led the listener in a 

different direction. The nagging widow persisted with the unjust judge for justice for 

herself - but here in the parable of the friend at midnight there was persistence in 

interceding on behalf of a friend and neighbor in need. There are four elements dealt with 

in this parable:i

Timing – With God it is never too early and never too late… God doesn’t wear a 

RolexR

Motive – Motivation to ask - and the motivation to answer  

Matters of the Heart – Intent, Need, Distance 

God – Who He Is / Who He is Not

Have you grasped the meaning of your relationship with God? Have we checked our self? 
Do you and I depend on God? Are we compassionate towards the needs of others? What 
do I do when it seems like there are no answers to my prayer? Do I panic, pout, or 
persist? Are you and I interceding for our friends and neighbors or are we letting them 
go hungry in the middle of the night? Are they starving because I am panicked and 
pouting? Or are they getting fed because in compassion I persisted?

Looking for God (Virtue) – Compassion is the virtue of this parable.  It is the virtue and 
good that leads us to act unselfishly for others and not simply our self.  The world does 
not revolve around us and the universe is not at our command. God’s kingdom is for me 
but it is not about me.  In the kingdom heaven I am not King.  I am a humble servant 
looking to serve the king and His people.  Without true love and genuine compassion for 
my friends and neighbor I cannot serve with a right heart.  Without compassion we are 
only resentful, disgusted, and frustrated with the task of interceding for others.  Jesus 
looked at the lesser-thans and He was moved with compassion…  

We can use the following principles to break this truth down and into our day to 
day life.

 
God is our Father. He loves to see us grow as His sons and daughters Jesus keeps this 



truth real for us when He said, "Ask, and it will be given... Everyone who asks receives. 
God is not like some Bi-Polar relative! God is love, and God is chill… God is not an 
absentee father; you and I can count on Him when it counts the most, because He 
genuinely loves and cares for us when we need it the most. Ask Him, and He will give. 
Ask Him for someone you care for – He will give. We are family and blood, as our 
Father He loves us as His children.
 
God is our Friend. Jesus used this parable to illustrate this very truth. If you have a 
friend who at first appears unwilling to help you, keep after him. If they are a true friend 
at some point they will come around – probably not just to be rid of you but because they 
believe in you and want to genuinely help you! That’s what real friends do for one 
another. (Romans 5:11) “So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with 
God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God.”   We are friends with 
God, and He actually likes us – He is not merely tolerating us because of some ancient 
covenant that is hanging over His head!

 

God is our Provider.
 He is not Santa Claus.  But He is the God who meets our needs and if we will persist He 
will meet the needs of those who we intercede for. Jesus question was… “Which one of 
you would give a scorpion to a friend when he asked for an egg”? So then, why would 
God your Father and Friend who truly loves you hold back His Spirit and provision from 
you when you ask for His help”? Why indeed?  Can you think of a legit reason that God 
would shut you out, roll-over and go back to sleep?  Even on our bad days (which can be 
pretty bad) He would not do that to us… The biggest need for us as God’s children is 
right relationship with Jesus, and the active presence of the Holy Spirit. If we 
passionately pursue this and persist in our intercession and prayer God is going to come 
through for us and our friends!

Finally… Because God is a loving Father and desires to meet the needs of His children, 
as believers we can be confident in persistent intercession and prayer, not worrying about 
the consequences. Ask anytime all the time, Seek Him anytime all the time, Knock 
anytime all the time.  It was midnight at the oasis when the friend came knockin’ 



November 15th, 2009
Minimum Wage Blues
Matthew 20:1-16

"For the Kingdom of Heaven is like the landowner who went out early one morning to 
hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay the normal daily wage and sent them 
out to work. 

3 "At nine o'clock in the morning he was passing through the marketplace and saw some 
people standing around doing nothing. 4 So he hired them, telling them he would pay 
them whatever was right at the end of the day. 5 So they went to work in the vineyard. At 
noon and again at three o'clock he did the same thing. 

6 "At five o'clock that afternoon he was in town again and saw some more people 
standing around. He asked them, 'Why haven't you been working today?' 

7 "They replied, 'Because no one hired us.' 

"The landowner told them, 'Then go out and join the others in my vineyard.' 

8 "That evening he told the foreman to call the workers in and pay them, beginning with 
the last workers first. 9 When those hired at five o'clock were paid, each received a full 
day's wage. 10 When those hired first came to get their pay, they assumed they would 
receive more. But they, too, were paid a day's wage. 11 When they received their pay, 
they protested to the owner, 12 'Those people worked only one hour, and yet you've paid 
them just as much as you paid us who worked all day in the scorching heat.' 

13 "He answered one of them, 'Friend, I haven't been unfair! Didn't you agree to work all 
day for the usual wage? 14 Take your money and go. I wanted to pay this last worker the 



same as you. 15 Is it against the law for me to do what I want with my money? Should 
you be jealous because I am kind to others?' 

16 "So those who are last now will be first then, and those who are first will be last." 

 

Minimum Wage Blues – BreakdownM
The standard wage for the type of labor and time is presented by the employee and an 

agreement is reached by employer and employeesa

Additional workers are employed all throughout the work day (even the last hour of 
the day)t

At work days end the employer pays all workers per the agreementA

Surprisingly the employer pays exactly the same to each employee regardless of the 
time they had spent working that dayt

The employees who had worked the entire day felt they had been treated unfairly 
because they received the same pay as the employees who had worked for only 
and hour of the daya

The employer and vineyard owner responds to them with… T
You did not get paid less than you asked for and agreed toY
I own the vineyard – I did not break the law – I kept my word – I was just to 

alla
I chose to help someone who I felt needed it – why should that be a problem 

to you?t
We do not see eye to eye on this matter because you see yourself first and 

other last

Getting to the Point (Truth)  - Jesus begins most parables with the tag line… “The 
kingdom of heaven is like.”  As we read here in the parable of the vineyard workers it 
begins in the same way.  And that very tag line that Jesus used so often is the truth and 
the point of this parable; The kingdom of heaven is like…  In this parable Jesus reveals 
the way things are in God’s kingdom. And spirit of the Kingdom reveals the heart of the 
King.  Jesus makes clear to those listening - the things that God values are not usually the 
same things that we value.  And even if we do value similar things, without the relentless 
love of Christ as our center it is impossible for us to value them in the same way. Bottom 
line, the things that are valuable in the Kingdom of God are not usually valuable in the 
kingdom of man.  That is why Jesus took the greatest portion of His ministry time 



through the parables to reveal the Kingdom of God. Each parable is a Kingdom 
revelation. In this revelation Jesus does not only give hope to the lesser-than and the 
outcast, but He also reveals a value system that did not match that of the Pharisees and 
the religiously religious.  He revealed the hope that within God’s Kingdom of Heaven 
there is a place of honor even for those who have experienced dishonor. And He reveals a 
value system that being religiously religious does not entitle anyone of us to receive more 
from God than He has already given us. 

One different way to explain it would be to say it like this… In Christ Jesus, God 
agreed to give us His very best. And He did. He came through on His word and we 
accepted His gift of life, love, and mercy to us.  We in turn agreed to love, follow, and 
obey Him. Now, there are many others around us who along the way have also accepted 
the gift of God, and agreed to follow Jesus.  Some not till later in life, or even some as 
they are just leaving this life. And there are some who in our eyes we know for sure have 
agreed and accepted to follow Jesus who have not earned or deserved what God has 
given them.  Certainly not as much as we have earned or deserved it! We watch them 
each week as they come late and leave early, live wrong and talk dirty.  How do they 
deserve the same reward as us we wonder? The truth is in our mind we protest and 
believe that God should not give them the same as He gives us.  This can’t be fair and if 
it isn’t fair it can’t be right.  Perhaps they deserve just half of His love, or only half of His 
mercy.  And maybe in their case His mercy should not endure forever – maybe only for a 
few months. And in all fairness, God’s grace should more than likely not always be 
sufficient for them – from time to time it should be insufficient. That I guess that would 
be far more fair and equitable.  At least we wouldn’t feel like we gotten cheated or 
slighted for all of our contributions and years of distinguished service that we had put in.  

Now, we all know that the little scenario I just portrayed was a tiny bit sarcastic – 
but not enough to override or ignore the truth that lies within it.  We all know that is not 
the heart of Christ our King or what is valued in the Kingdom of God.  What more does 
He owe us? What more do we need that He has not already given?

Asking the Right Questions (Listening) -  Do I see myself first and others last?  Do I 
really believe that life will be fair? Is God fair, or is God righteous and just? Do I really 
know the difference between the two?  Who am I to demand one or the other of Him? 
What does it truly mean those who are now first, will be last; and those who are now last, 
will be first?  Honestly, how do my personality and character fit into that kind of value 
system?

Looking for the Good (Virtue) - Kindness

Living the Impact (Obeying) – To get this parable into our life we have to not only be 
able to see the critical truth that is reveals but we become willing to accept and to be 
grateful for it.  Without that active process at work we cannot rightly live as member of 
the kingdom of God; and we will forever remain on an happy-angry, up-down, and hot- 
cold life cycle.  Up - when we think God and the church are treating us fairly and 
preferably.  And, down – when we believe we have been slighted or mistreated in some 
way.  This cycle of frustration will continue for as long as we are primarily concerned for 
ourselves and insist that our individual rights and rewards are fulfilled and appropriate. 



That is called “entitlement.”  Entitlement in a social and cultural context is completely 
disastrous (we know because we are living it) – and in the spiritual context of the 
Kingdom of Heaven or Kingdom of God, it is entirely incompatible with message of 
Jesus and the heart of God.  Because many people have just simply abandoned a value 
system that values 

For you and I to live the impact of this parable we must: 
1 – Live in expressed gratitude for each day of God’s provision.
2 – Willingly embrace and practice the values of the Kingdom of God.
3  - Rejoice and celebrate personally with the ones who have moved slower or later 
      into God’s Kingdom; knowing full well that their reward is as valuable as our own.
4 -  In genuine kindness give first – take last.

November 22, 2009
Children of the Corn

(Matthew 21:33)
 Matt 21:33-46



"Here's another story. Listen closely. There was once a man, a wealthy 
farmer, who planted a vineyard. He fenced it, dug a winepress, put up a 
watchtower, then turned it over to the farmhands and went off on a trip. 34 
When it was time to harvest the grapes, he sent his servants back to collect 
his profits. 

35 "The farmhands grabbed the first servant and beat him up. The next one 
they murdered. They threw stones at the third but he got away. 36 The 
owner tried again, sending more servants. They got the same treatment. 37 
The owner was at the end of his rope. He decided to send his son. 'Surely,' 
he thought, 'they will respect my son.' 

38 "But when the farmhands saw the son arrive, they rubbed their hands in 
greed. 'This is the heir! Let's kill him and have it all for ourselves.' 39 They 
grabbed him, threw him out, and killed him. 

40 "Now, when the owner of the vineyard arrives home from his trip, what 
do you think he will do to the farmhands?" 



41 "He'll kill them — a rotten bunch, and good riddance," they answered. 
"Then he'll assign the vineyard to farmhands who will hand over the profits 
when it's time." 

42 Jesus said, "Right — and you can read it for yourselves in your Bibles:

The stone the masons threw out

is now the cornerstone.

This is God's work;

we rub our eyes, we can hardly believe it! 



43 "This is the way it is with you. God's kingdom will be taken back from 
you and handed over to a people who will live out a kingdom life. 44 
Whoever stumbles on this Stone gets shattered; whoever the Stone falls on 
gets smashed." 

45 When the religious leaders heard this story, they knew it was aimed at 
them. 46 They wanted to arrest Jesus and put him in jail, but, intimidated by 
public opinion, they held back. Most people held him to be a prophet of 
God. 

Children of the Corn Breakdown

�

Jesus describes a man who planted a vineyard, built a wine tower, and then leased the 
vineyard to tenants. This is a common practice to this day with farms and 
vineyards. 

v

The tenants work the vineyard to harvest – the owner sends three of his employees to 
handle the business of taking his rightful profit-share.  Immediately they realize 
something is not right with the tenants, they are abrasive and evasive.  They do 
not realize that the tenants have decided in their greed to steal from the owner all 
that is his. When they press the issue concerning the owners profit share things 
turn ugly.  The tenants beat the employees so badly that one dies, one is 
hospitalized, and the third badly injured barely escapes with his life as he is 
chased through the vineyard. 

�

When the news of this bizarre and crazy behavior reaches the owner he is stunned. 
What went wrong? He decides he will send more of his men to investigate and 
handle the situation.  But the tenants had snapped, losing touch with all reality, 
taking them to the point of no return.  They force the owners men into the 
vineyard and do the same to them as well. 

�

Hearing the news the owner is enraged and deeply concerned.  He sends his son the 
heir of his corporation as a representative to handle the out of control situation. 
Surely now they will come to their senses and listen to reason.  When the tenants 
see the son coming they are even more crazed in their greed.  They realize that the 
only option is to kill the son and then take everything from the owner.  They take 



him into the vineyard and murder him.

Getting to the Point (Truth) – The parable is about wicked hearts and the evil (if left 
unchecked and unchallenged) always follows.  Yes, Jesus implicates and characterizes 
the Pharisees as the tenants or what I have called “the children of the corn.”  And yes, the 
Pharisees after hearing Jesus tell the parable get it.  They see themselves and realize he 
has implicated them, but instead of repenting and turning from their insanity and 
wickedness they (like the tenants) only go deeper into themselves, their sin, and 
ultimately into their own destruction.  In the moment they now determine that no matter 
what it takes they will kill Jesus to protect their religion, schemes, and greed. They had 
already killed John the Baptist, why stop now?

Asking the Right Questions (Listening) – Why is it so difficult to look at ourselves and 
confront what is truly in our heart?  Is it really possible to in God’s mercy to clean out the 
wickedness that grows in our hearts and prevent a free fall into sin?  Is my heart pure? 
Am I like the tenants covering my tracks, killing everything and everyone that threatens 
to expose and implicate my sin?  How can I escape the evil that is always around me? 
Why did Jesus send his son into such a wicked and dangerous place? Can mercy fall on 
me?
Looking for the Good (Virtue) – Mercy

Living the Impact (Obeying) – The impact of this parable is very confrontational.  It is 
just like the owner who sends his employees and ultimately his son to confront the 
tenants of the vineyard. We often see confrontation as a threat or offense to us.  In this 
context being confronted is the mercy being shown so that we can turn from the 
wickedness and evil that will surely bring about our demise.  Truth is a confrontation. 
The gospel of Jesus is a confrontation.  Teaching and preaching both truth and the gospel 
is a confrontation.  But before that it is mercy…  We can overcome what is in our hearts 
that threatens to destroy all that is good in us.  We can challenge and reverse the evil and 
wickedness that has filtered through our hearts and destructively into our lives – but we 
must fist see the confrontation and accountability as mercy and not as a threat.  God in his 
mercy sent His Son Jesus to confront our sin.  He did not come to destroy us – but rather 
came to destroy the sin that is in actuality the very thing that is killing us all.

�

Hear the truth – Hear the gospelH

Thank God for His Mercy towards youT

Confront each day the evil that you clearly know will destroy youC

Ask God to bring to light all that is dark and evil in youA

Rejoice and be glad that He loves you enough to confront you 

November 29th, 2009



A Fig Tree for the Ages
(Matthew 24:32-42)

"Now learn a lesson from the fig tree. When its branches bud and its leaves begin to 
sprout, you know that summer is near. 33 In the same way, when you see all these things, 
you can know his return is very near, right at the door. 34 I tell you the truth, this 
generation will not pass from the scene until all these things take place. 35 Heaven and 
earth will disappear, but my words will never disappear. 

36 "However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not even the 
angels in heaven or the Son himself. Only the Father knows. 

37 "When the Son of Man returns, it will be like it was in Noah's day. 38 In those days 
before the flood, the people were enjoying banquets and parties and weddings right up to 
the time Noah entered his boat. 39 People didn't realize what was going to happen until 
the flood came and swept them all away. That is the way it will be when the Son of Man 
comes. 

40 "Two men will be working together in the field; one will be taken, the other left. 41 
Two women will be grinding flour at the mill; one will be taken, the other left. 

42 "So you, too, must keep watch! For you don't know what day your Lord is coming. 

Getting to the Point (Truth) This parable was also recalled and paralleled for us in 
chapter 13 of Mark’s biography of Jesus.  On Tuesday morning of the final week of Jesus 
natural life, He and His disciples visited the Temple.  As they were leaving Jesus casually 
looks around and says to his guys, “Do you see all these buildings? Well, they won’t be 
here forever, in fact all that you see around you is going to be completely demolished.” 
Later on in the day as Jesus and His disciples sat on the hillside of the Mount of Olives 
(just outside the eastern gates), they ask Him, “when is this going to happen’ and when is 
the end of all things”? Jesus pauses, and says, “The only one who knows the exact time 
of the end of all things is God Himself.”  Then Jesus looks over at one of the fig trees 
among the many olive trees that actually filled the entire hillside where they were sitting. 
He points to the fig tree and says… “let me teach you something about the end of time 
from that that fig tree over there.  When the branches of that tree begin to bud and it 
sprouts leaves then you know that summer is near and the tree will bear fruit (figs).  Well, 



the end of time has a similar process.  There will be visual and logical signs that the end 
will come, because of the visible signs you can know the season.  And once you hit that 
season nothing will go away until everything I have told you comes to pass – and then, 
it’ll be the end of the world as everyone knows it”…  For the Jews, the destruction of the 
temple and Jerusalem would mean the end of their world. But the picture was bigger – 
and besides Jesus had already said that kingdom and opportunity was gone (21:43).  But 
for the disciples who listened to prophetic words of Jesus  - the end of all things would 
not just mean the destruction of the Holy city.  It was that and more… they had to prepare 
an entire world for a bigger picture than they could ever imagine.

So in the big picture, the fig tree for the ages is about living in a state of spiritual 
readiness and being prepared for the ages (what is come – whenever it comes).  The fig 
tree for the ages is about watching for the spiritually visible and prophetic signs that in 
Jesus Christ, will be available and accessible at some point and to some degree to all. 
The fig tree for the ages is about an awareness of the times that we live in, and a working 
knowledge of the seasons of our life. The fig tree for the ages is not about projected 
forecasts, calculated predictions, and precise prognostications. It is not about the restored 
nation of Israel and a subsequent forty-year generation! News flash…. Jesus did not come 
back in 1988.  The return and advent of Christ will not be predicted and reported in Wolf 
Blitzer’s CNN Situation Room or by Fox News and Shawn Hannity’s Great American 
Patriot Panel! Jesus said nobody knows the exact time but the Father (not the angels and 
apparently at that time not even Jesus Himself.  And because no one knows the exact 
time, Jesus instructed the disciples to watch for the signs – to know the seasons – to be 
prepared. Listen… in the winter that tree just has ugly branches.  In the spring that tree 
has little green buds that sprout out of those ugly branches.  By summer, that tree will 
have fruit on those branches. And, before the summer ends there will be nothing left on 
that tree but ugly branches!   

Asking the Right Questions (Listening) What did it mean when Jesus said, “heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away?   
Finding the Good (Virtue) – Watchfulness… Watch and pray… Watch, because in the 
hour that you are not looking… 
Living the Impact (Obeying)L

Don’t be Careless – Be Careful: The important thing is not to waste time watching 
your calendar, but carefully use the time on your calendar to build your character 
and to love. Strong character is never caught off guard!a

Don’t Care Less – Care More: The more difficult it is to care the more effort it 
caring requires; and even if know one else cares - who cares…  you still care. 
From caring comes courage.F

Talk Less – Listen More: Our words and talking keep us from hearing and seeing 
what we need to be listening to and looking for.  We talk too much and miss the 
signs and the seasons. “Shut up – and you will know God.” “Sprechen ist silbern, 
schweigen ist gulden.”s

Let Go of Here – Embrace There: For now life here goes on… live in it  - work in it 
– learn from it –enjoy it – but get ready to no longer be in it – and be ok with it. 
Jesus said when you least expect it – expect it!



Don’t Settle for Stimulation – Pray for Revelation:
Stimulation is self-centric and “for the moment” at best. Looking for the signs of the 
return Jesus and being in a spiritual state of readiness for His return is the revelation that 
He desire for us.  Not the day, month, or year…. that is not the point – there is no 
revelation for that. That would only be spiritual stimulation.  Revelation of who He is… 
helps us watch and makes us ready.

 

December 6th, 2009
Gatekeeper on Mountain Dew

Mark 13:32-14:1

"However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not even the 
angels in heaven or the Son himself. Only the Father knows. 33 And since you don't 
know when that time will come, be on guard! Stay alert! 

34 "The coming of the Son of Man can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a 
long trip. When he left home, he gave each of his slaves instructions about the work they 
were to do, and he told the gatekeeper to watch for his return. 35 You, too, must keep 
watch! For you don't know when the master of the household will return—in the evening, 
at midnight, before dawn, or at daybreak. 36 Don't let him find you sleeping when he 
arrives without warning. 37 I say to you what I say to everyone: Watch for him!" 



Getting the Point (Truth) The context of the “gatekeeper” is the same as the parable of 
the fig tree, and they are both from the same Mount Olive conversation. In the 
conversation Jesus projects for his friends an end-time reality, and in doing so creates the 
questions that frankly, we are still asking Him today. Jesus answers some of the disciples 
first questions about the end of all things, the tribulation, and the second coming. And His 
answers though not vague, are not quite clear either; and there remains from that one 
conversation on the hillside there remains a great deal of mystery and uncertainty from 
the obvious absence of specific details regarding the times and dates of such end of the 
world events.  His responses to their questions that day were prophetic wisdom that 
would come to them as well if they would remain informed, alert, and aware of the 
times and seasons of the world as they knew it. 

As Jesus talked that afternoon about the end of all things with his closest friends He made 
sure they knew what was most important.  Be informed, be alert, be aware, and you 
will be ready!  Years later Paul would use a similar term "be alert" in a letter to the 
Thessalonian Christians (1 Thessalonians 5:6), because they could not know what day the 
Lord would come.

“So be on your guard, not asleep like the others. Stay alert and be clearheaded. 7 Night is 
the time when people sleep and drinkers get drunk. 8 But let us who live in the light be 
clearheaded, protected by the armor of faith and love, and wearing as our helmet the 
confidence of our salvation. 9 For God chose to save us through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
not to pour out his anger on us. 10 Christ died for us so that, whether we are dead or alive 
when he returns, we can live with him forever.”

As Jesus said to them that day “the end of all things and the limits of the Tribulation 
period are known only to God”, and He (Jesus), would be the fulfillment and living proof 
of prophecy of the Seventieth Week of Daniel.  His own death indicated that there would 
be a definite starting time and a definite ending time of the ancient prophecy regarding 
the “apocalyptic weeks.” Jesus also clearly indicates that people living in the end will 
certainly be able to know in generalities the limits of the time. Because of so many 
uncertain and unpredictable variables and apocalyptic possibilities – Jesus prioritized for 
His friends. Being informed, being alert, and being aware for them was the critical 
strategy. In fact He told them to look at it this way… If a person knows the approximate 
time or circumstances that a thief might come to break into his house, he makes sure he is 
informed enough to respond with a plan of his own, he is not laying in bed asleep or 
drunk, he is alert to the situation and he is in the moment, and more than likely very 
aware and ready for what is about to go down. In the same way people who believe with 
a biblical worldview events such as the Last Days, The Day of Judgment, Seventieth 
Week of Daniel, the Tribulation, Armageddon, the Rapture of  the Church both past and 
present, the Seven Seals; or for those who believe in characters such as Lucifer, the 
Antichrist, the Dragon, the Three Mighty Angels – Michael, Gabriel, and the Angel of 
Jehovah, Red Horse, Pale Horse, White Horse.  Even for people who believe this is a 
mystery and not a science at best. That is why the parable of the gatekeeper is for those 
who will be looking forward to the coming of the Lord of glory! The gatekeepers are like 
they on Mountain Dew! They should be informed, alert, and at all times aware. 



Gatekeepers at the end of time will know it is near from the biblical and prophetic signs 
of the end. And, when Jesus returns, this wisdom will pay off! Even they will not know 
the exact time they will know it is the time.

Asking the Right Questions (Listening) - Please See End-Times Glossary

Looking for Good (Virtue) – Wisdom (informed – alert – aware) Proverbs 3:13 - 18

Living the Impact (Obeying) Our faith and belief in the return of the Lord should be 
demonstrated by our being wise enough to be informed and spiritually alert and aware. It 
is important that we are conscious of eternity, and prepared as best we can for when it 
comes to us. To avoid being caught off guard we should know that the stakes of eternity 
are a reality and very high. We should also be prepared and aware of the pending 
judgment that awaits the person or persons who reject Christ, and in doing so position 
himself or herself as an unbeliever or antichrist thinker. You and I should be sure we are 
saved – and that can only be done through a personal relationship with Jesus.  Once we 
have begun that relationship Jesus, we ourselves become “gatekeepers” who are now… 
more informed, more alert and more aware.  As “gatekeepers we then need to seek to 
warn and encourage the people we love so they can be saved as well.

�

Know What You Believe – Believe What You Know

�

Don’t Gather Useless Information – Seek Wisdom Useful to Guide Your Life

�

Be a Gatekeeper – Not the Doormat

 

 

December 13th, 2009



Working with Spiritual Intelligence

Matthew 24:45-51
"A faithful, sensible servant is one to whom the master can give the responsibility of 
managing his other household servants and feeding them. 46 If the master returns and 
finds that the servant has done a good job, there will be a reward. 47 I tell you the truth, 
the master will put that servant in charge of all he owns. 48 But what if the servant is evil 
and thinks, 'My master won't be back for a while,' 49 and he begins beating the other 
servants, partying, and getting drunk? 50 The master will return unannounced and 
unexpected, 51 and he will cut the servant to pieces and assign him a place with the 
hypocrites. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Getting the Point (Truth) The context of working with spiritual intelligence is the same 

as that of the “gatekeeper” In the afternoon conversation on Mount Olive Jesus again 

projects for his friends an end-time reality, that apparently includes a “final once and for 

all” judgment of everyone ever created. It seems that part of the end-time reality Jesus 

was communicating was not everyone one would receive the same judgment but that 

each one would receive judgment according to what was done with what they did with 

what they knew or had been given.  So Jesus in reality was saying… this; the end will 

come, and with it will come an all out judgment of everyone – and we will be judged on 

what we did with what we knew. This is a harsh reality that truly is a slap in the face to 

general thinking our present day.  We have systematically and even enthusiastically 

allowed ourselves to believe a lie about judgment.  We believe that all judgment should 

be fair – that is however is not God’s idea. God’s end-time judgment will be just – and 

that is all.  If we tell anyone anything other that we are also telling a lie, and we are 

ourselves deceived and will be judged for the deception we caused. 

Jesus responses to His disciples that day were prophetic wisdom and it is the same 

wisdom that we need today…  if you would remain informed, alert, and aware of the 

times and seasons of the world as you know it you will always be ready for the end. 

 Be informed, be alert, be aware, and you will be ready! “So be on your guard, not 

asleep like the others. Stay alert and be clearheaded. 7 Night is the time when people 

sleep and drinkers get drunk. 8 But let us who live in the light be clearheaded, protected 



by the armor of faith and love, and wearing as our helmet the confidence of our salvation. 

9 For God chose to save us through our Lord Jesus Christ, not to pour out his anger on us. 

10 Christ died for us so that, whether we are dead or alive when he returns, we can live 

with him forever.”

Jesus prioritized for His friends. Being informed, being alert, and being aware for them 

“was” the critical strategy. This is precisely our critical strategy, why we must work with 

spiritual intelligence.  We must swim against the current and do what others are not 

willing to do. Being informed is a process – it is not an event.  Being alert and aware is a 

state of being - not just a spiritual “feel good moment’ to be in.  

Asking the Right Questions (Listening) - Before we ask our questions and seek answers 

from scripture concerning “end-times terminology” I want to read a short passage from… 

Revelation 22:18-19: “For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the 
prophecy of this book, If any man adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues 
that are written in this book: And if any man takes away from the words of the book of 
this prophecy, God will take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy 
city, and from the things which are written in this book. 

Having that warning to give us a clear perspective, none of us should attempt to "add" or 

"subtract" from God’s Holy Word. Where the scripture says, "thus says the Lord" our 

opinions should be silent – we should simply "read and understand" (Matthew 24:15). 

And, where the Word of God is silent on an issue or event – no matter how great the 

temptation, we just cannot "add to these things". 

What is the Tribulation?

The "Great Tribulation," is a specific seven-year period of world-wide suffering 

that is to take place at the end of earthly history. It is first introduced in the OT 

(Deuteronomy 4:30; Daniel 12:1). The end-times Tribulation is revealed later in scripture 

in even more detail by Jesus in the "Mount Olive Conversations" (Matthew 24:15-31; 

Mark 13:14-27). It is also prophesied in the book of Revelation (Revelation 7:14). Some 

Christians debate whether the "Great Tribulation" will occur before or after Jesus 

removes His Church (all Christian believers) from the earth.



What is the Day of Judgment?

The biblical concept and belief that at the end of history Jesus Christ will return in 

glory to earth, the dead will be raised, and they, together with all the living, will be 

finally judged by Christ and assigned their eternal destination in heaven or hell. 

This end-times event will be a visible, public, and universal judgment; Christ's glory and 

His victory over sin, death, and Satan will be fully unleashed; righteousness will be 

exalted; the perplexing contradictions of history will be removed, and the reign of Christ 

will reach its ultimate triumph as believers inherit the kingdom prepared for them (John 

14). The expectation of the final judgment permeates the entire Scripture. It is referred to 

as "the day of judgment" (Matthew 10:15; 11:22,24; 2 Peter 2:9; 3:7)

What is the Rapture?

The “rapture” is a word used to refer to the "catching up" (from Latin rapio) of the 

church to be with Christ at his Second Coming. This doctrine is traced to the 

passage (1 Thessalonians 4:15-17) but most theologians disagree on when it will 

occur in relation to the seven-year tribulation period.  The tribulation is often 

identified as the "seventieth week" of Daniel (Daniel 9:24-27). Historically, 

premillennialists have divided over whether the rapture will happen before, during or 

after the tribulation.

(Pre-tribulationism), argues that the rapture will occur before the tribulation. They 

divide the Second Coming into two stages: Christ's coming for his saints before the 

tribulation (the rapture) and his coming with his saints after it (the Second Coming per 

se). This view was derived from his total distinction between the church and Israel: The 

church must be removed from the earth before God can resume his dealings with the 

Jews and fulfill the prophecies concerning the end times. Pre-tribulationists find evidence 

for their view in Paul's teaching of  (2 Thessalonians 2:6-8); the fact that the church is not 

mentioned in the end-times predictions of the Book of Revelation after chapter 3, they 

interpret that the church must have been raptured. 

(Mid-tribulationism), is an alternative view, that the church will be raptured halfway 

through the tribulation (three and a half years). Mid-tribulationalists believe that the 

frequent mention of forty-two months in key prophetic passages (e.g., Daniel 7; 9, and 



12; Revelation 11 and 12) indicates that only half of Daniel's seventieth week (three and a 

half years) will experience the terror usually associated with the entire tribulation period 

(Rev 16-18). In the first half of the seventieth week, the church will remain on earth, 

witnessing the rise of Antichrist, and experiencing persecution at his hand; but it will be 

raptured by Christ before God's judgment and wrath are poured out. Mid-tribulationism 

still divides the Second Coming into two phases.

(Post-tribulationism), the belief that the rapture and the Second Coming of Christ will 

occur at the same time, at the end of the tribulation. They argue that no scriptural text 

explicitly divides the Second Coming into two parts. Paul's most explicit passage on the 

rapture (1 Thessalonians 4) does not mention its time relationship to the tribulation; but 

its accompanying phenomena (loud command, trumpet of God, gathering of the saints by 

angels, Christ coming on the clouds) are mentioned in other passages which do place 

them after the tribulation (Matt 24, Mark 13, Luke 21). So most advocates of this view 

expect the church to go through the tribulation, suffering terrible persecution, but not 

experiencing the wrath of God because of divine protection (Rev 7).

What are the Seventy Weeks and the Seventieth Week of Daniel?

SEVENTY WEEKS

In Daniel 9:24 this expression and end-times vision literally reads "weeks seventy" (NIV 

"seventy 'sevens'"). The "weeks" are commonly thought to be weeks of years (i.e., 

consisting of seven years each) and connected with the "seventy years" mentioned in 

Daniel 9:2, and contrasted with the three weeks of days (mentioned in Daniel 10:2. But 

since the word for "weeks" in 9:24 is not followed by "of years," we cannot be certain 

that the expression means an exact period of seven years. So, it is probably best to think 

of Daniel's seventy weeks as meaning…  periods of unspecified duration. It should be 

noted that the vision of the seventy weeks came to Daniel in answer to his prayer of 

confession and his request for the return of God's favor to Jerusalem (9:3-19). The 

purpose of the vision is to reveal to Daniel what God has in store for His people in the 

future.

Seventieth Week

The seventieth week will start with the arrival of Antichrist. He will make a 



covenant with Israel to protect her and permit her to rebuild her temple. This 

covenant will be for seven years. He will temporarily solve the Middle East crisis. 

Israel will rebuild her temple in peaceful times. It is the signing of this covenant, not 

the Rapture of the church, that signals the start of Daniel's seventieth week, that 

seven-year period known as the Day of the Lord. The peace-breaker (Daniel 9:27). 

After three and one-half years, Antichrist will break His covenant with the Jews and 

take over their temple. This was what Paul termed "the falling away" (2 Thessalonians 

2:3). A better translation would be "the rebellion, the apostasy." Not simply a rebellion, 

but the rebellion. Up to this point, Antichrist has been a peacemaking leader of ten 

European nations, obligated to protect Israel. But now he reveals his true character by 

taking over the Jewish temple and demanding that the world worship him (see Revelation 

13).

Who is the Antichrist?

A false prophet and evil being who will set himself up against Christ and the people 

of God in the last days before the SECOND COMING or the Advent of Jesus. The 

term antichrist is used only in the writings of John in the New Testament. It refers 

to one who stands in opposition to all that Jesus Christ represents (1 John 2:18,22; 

4:3; 2 John 7). John wrote that several antichrists existed already in his day-false 

teachers who denied the deity and the incarnation of Christ-but that the supreme 

Antichrist of history would appear at some future time. The Antichrist's primary work is 

deception, which also characterizes SATAN in his attempts to undermine the work of 

God in the world. Satan's deception began in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3) and will 

continue until the end of time.  The Antichrist will be the sum total of the beasts referred 

to in Dan 7 (Revelation 13:1-4). He will speak arrogant, boastful words; and he will be 

aided by a FALSE PROPHET, who will make the entire earth worship him (Revelation 

13:11-12) and receive his mark (Revelation 13:16-17). The number of the beast, says 

John, is 666-a mysterious code name. Those who worship the Antichrist will experience 

certain doom through the wrath of God (Revelation 14:9-11). The Antichrist makes war 

against Christ and His army, but he is captured and is "cast alive into the lake of fire 

burning with brimstone" (Revelation 19:20). He is later joined by the DEVIL; together 

they "will be tormented day and night forever and ever" (Revelation 20:10). The Devil, 



the Beast (or Antichrist), and the False Prophet form a kind of unholy trinity, 

counterfeiting the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. After much wickedness and suffering has 

been loosed against Christ and His people, the satanic rebellion will be crushed by the 

power of God.

What is the “mark of the Beast”?

The Bible does NOT specifically identify the MARK. Many authors and Bible 

teachers have attempted to identify the mark. They've claimed everything from 

Judas’ kiss; to going to church on Sunday; to the latest craze — micro-chip 

implants. At this time, no one can know with 100% certainty what the mark is. But 

according to the Bible and end-times prophecy – there is indeed a literal “mark of 

the beast.”  But there is a million opinions as to the mark in actuality being the 

literal number of the beast — 666. The MARK of the Beast is mentioned eight times 

in the book of Revelation:i

Revelation 13:16-18 “And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free 
and bond, to receive a MARK in their right hand, or in their foreheads: And that 
no man might buy or sell, save he that had the MARK, or the name of the beast, 
or the number of his name. Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding 
count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six 
hundred threescore and six.”h

Revelation 14:9And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any 
man worship the beast and his image, and receive his MARK in his forehead, or 
in his hand,i

Revelation 14:11And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and 
they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and 
whosoever receiveth the MARK of his name.  

Revelation 15:2And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that 
had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his MARK, 
and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of 
God. G

Revelation 16:2And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there 
fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the MARK of the 
beast, and upon them which worshipped his image. b

Revelation 19:20And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that 
wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the 
MARK of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast 



alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. a

Revelation 20:4And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given 
unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of 
Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither 
his image, neither had received his MARK upon their foreheads, or in their 
hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 

Who is the Devil?

Devil is the main title for the fallen angelic being who is the supreme enemy of God 

and man. Satan is his name, and devil is what he is - the accuser or deceiver. The 

title "devil" appears 35 times in the NKJV. In every case it is preceded by the word 

"the," indicating a title rather than a name. The term comes from a Greek word that 

means "a false witness" or "malicious accuser." Several descriptive phrases applied to the 

devil in the New Testament point out the nature of his wicked personality and the extent 

of his evil deeds. SATAN. Building upon this foundation, Revelation 12 sketches the 

further stages in Satan's work of evil. In his fall from God's favor, Satan persuaded one 

third of the angels to join him in his rebellion (Revelation 12:3-4). Throughout the Old 

Testament period he sought to destroy the messianic line. When the Messiah became a 

man, Satan tried to eliminate Him (Revelation 12:4-5). During the future period of 

tribulation before the Messiah's second coming, Satan will be cast out of the heavenly 

sphere (Revelation 12:7-12). Then he will direct his animosity toward the Messiah's 

people (Revelation 12:13-17). Revelation 20 notes the final phases of Satan's work. He 

will be bound for a thousand years and then finally cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 

20:2,10).

Who is the Dragon?

The DRAGON (or serpent) of Revelation 12 is Satan; the same Serpent that is 

mentioned in Genesis 3. Thus the thread of Satan's deceptive work may be traced from 

Genesis through Revelation. That work reaches its climax in the Antichrist, who receives 

his authority and power from the dragon, who is the Satan – according to scripture they 

are one in the same. (Revelation 13:4). 

Who is the “false prophet”?

The book of Revelation makes it clear the end-times Antichrist will be aided by an 

individual known as the False Prophet or Second Beast. He is the front man who 



helps to convince the world that the Antichrist is worthy and deserving of worship, 

and ultimately it  is  he who enforces worship of the Antichrist  with a penalty of 

death. The False Prophet is given supernatural power to do things like calling fire down 

from heaven (Revelation 13:3), and the signs he performs, combined with the demonic 

words he speaks (Revelation 16:13-14), will cause people to give their allegiance to—and 

even worship—the Beast (Revelation 13:14). This man will wield tremendous religious 

influence, and inspired by the Dragon, he will successfully convince most of the world to 

commit idolatry (Revelation 13:12). The Bible does not reveal the False Prophet's name 

or  even  the  number  of  his  name,  as  it  does  for  the  Beast.  Instead,  we will  have  to 

recognize him by his fruits—by what he says and does (Matthew 7:15-20). The bible also 

makes the provocative implication that the False Prophet may actually claim to be Jesus 

of Nazareth, and the prophet Daniel prophesied that the powerful spiritual leader known 

by Christians as the “false prophet” or “second beast” will come from the city of Rome.

�

(Revelation 13:11-15)Then I saw another beast, coming out of the earth. He had two 

horns like a lamb, but he spoke like a dragon. He exercised all the authority of the 

first beast on his behalf, and made the earth and its inhabitants worship the first 

beast, whose fatal wound had been healed. And he performed great and 

miraculous signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to earth in full 

view of men. Because of the signs he was given power to do on behalf of the first 

beast, he deceived the inhabitants of the earth. He ordered them to set up an image 

in honor of the beast who was wounded by the sword and yet lived. He was given 

power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that it could speak and 

cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed. 

What is Armageddon?

Armageddon literally mean “hill of fruits” and is a name found only in Revelation 

16:16. It is described as the final “battle place” of good versus evil.  It is the final 

show down between Satan and his armies, and Christ and His. The kings of the 

whole world who (according to scripture), are to be led by the unclean spirits 

spewing from the mouth of the dragon (satan), the beast (antichrist), and the false 

prophet. They assemble in Armageddon for "the war of the great day of God, the 

Almighty." Although the author designates the name Armageddon as Hebrew, it 
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appears nowhere else in that language and its derivation is uncertain. The generally 

accepted view is that the word refers to the biblical city Megiddo, the site of many battles 

fought in ancient history and of course referred to in scripture. 

Looking for Good (Virtue) – Wisdom and Faithfulness (informed – alert – aware) 

Proverbs 3:13 – 18 (read)

Living the Impact (Obeying) Our faith and belief in the return of the Lord should be 

demonstrated by the fact that we are wise enough to be informed, and that we are 

spiritually faithful enough to be alert and aware. It is even more important that we are 

conscious of eternity, and as a result, we have prepared our hearts and minds within 

God’s grace. That means – giving to Him the very best we that we can give and in doing 

so we know with complete confidence that in Jesus, we have salvation and that we have 

made our lamps ready when eternity does come to us. To avoid ever being caught off 

guard it means we believe that eternity and life after death are a indeed a reality that will 

come to us all, and the stakes for that reality are very, very, high.  It also means we that in 

Christ, we are prepared for the pending judgment that is coming with the end of time here 

on earth - and we are fully aware that there is a terrible eternal consequence awaiting the 

person or persons who consciously and in their right mind reject Christ, and position 

themselves as an unbeliever or antichrist thinker. You and I can make certain that we are 

saved from this doom – and we do this, through a genuine personal relationship with 

Jesus.  Once we have begun that relationship with Jesus, we ourselves become like the 

wise bridesmaids who brought enough oil for their lamps. We become gatekeepers who 

must be fully responsible for ourselves to become spiritually intelligent by being more 

informed of the scripture (God’s truth), and more alert and aware of what is going on in 

God’s world.  As spiritually intelligent gatekeepers, we need to take the next step by 

seeking to warn and encourage the people we love, so that they can be saved as well.  It is 

the time and the season, the signs are all around… people are ready to hear this message!

�

Know What You Believe – Believe What You KnowK

Don’t Gather Useless Information – Seek Useful Wisdom to Guide Your Life 

and Shape Your Plan



Ã

Be a Gatekeeper – Not the DoormatB

Live and Work Each Day with Spiritual IntelligenceL

Keep Your Lamp Burning – Be the Light

 

December 20th, 2009  - White Wedding

(Matthew 25:1-13)

"The Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of ten bridesmaids who took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were 
wise. 3 The five who were foolish didn't take enough olive oil for their lamps, 4 but the 
other five were wise enough to take along extra oil. 5 When the bridegroom was delayed, 



they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 

6 "At midnight they were roused by the shout, 'Look, the bridegroom is coming! Come 
out and meet him!' 

7 "All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. 8 Then the five foolish ones 
asked the others, 'Please give us some of your oil because our lamps are going out.' 

9 "But the others replied, 'We don't have enough for all of us. Go to a shop and buy some 
for yourselves.' 

10 "But while they were gone to buy oil, the bridegroom came. Then those who were 
ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was locked. 11 Later, when the 
other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, calling, 'Lord! Lord! Open the door 
for us!' 

12 "But he called back, 'Believe me, I don't know you!' 

13 "So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of my return. 

Getting to the Point (Truth) – The point of this parable is too simple. Here it is… 
We don’t plan a trip without transportation. We don’t try to drive 200 miles on a 
quarter tank of gas.  We don’t buy auto insurance only so we can drive recklessly. 
We don’t buy life insurance only so we live dangerously.  If God, through the bible 
(the written word of truth), which has proven to be reliable and enduring 
Told Noah to build a boat for him - Told Moses to lead for Him - Told Job to believe 
in Him -Told Isaiah the Messiah would come to redeem Him - Told the Mary she 
would have His Son for Him - Told the wise men to seek Him and the fisherman to 
follow Him then tells me as a believer to make myself ready for Him then I would be 
prudent and wise to make myself ready.

Asking the Right Questions (Listening)  

Who is the Devil?

Devil is the main title for the fallen angelic being who is the supreme enemy of God 

and man. Satan is his name, and devil is what he is - the accuser or deceiver. The 

title "devil" appears 35 times in the NKJV. In every case it is preceded by the word 

"the," indicating a title rather than a name. The term comes from a Greek word that 



means "a false witness" or "malicious accuser." Several descriptive phrases applied to the 

devil in the New Testament point out the nature of his wicked personality and the extent 

of his evil deeds. SATAN. Building upon this foundation, Revelation 12 sketches the 

further stages in Satan's work of evil. In his fall from God's favor, Satan persuaded one 

third of the angels to join him in his rebellion (Revelation 12:3-4). Throughout the Old 

Testament period he sought to destroy the messianic line. When the Messiah became a 

man, Satan tried to eliminate Him (Revelation 12:4-5). During the future period of 

tribulation before the Messiah's second coming, Satan will be cast out of the heavenly 

sphere (Revelation 12:7-12). Then he will direct his animosity toward the Messiah's 

people (Revelation 12:13-17). Revelation 20 notes the final phases of Satan's work. He 

will be bound for a thousand years and then finally cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 

20:2,10).

Who is the Dragon?

The DRAGON (or serpent) of Revelation 12 is Satan; the same Serpent that is 

mentioned in Genesis 3. Thus the thread of Satan's deceptive work may be traced from 

Genesis through Revelation. That work reaches its climax in the Antichrist, who receives 

his authority and power from the dragon, who is the Satan – according to scripture they 

are one in the same. (Revelation 13:4). 

Who is the “false prophet”?

The book of Revelation makes it clear the end-times Antichrist will be aided by an 

individual known as the False Prophet or Second Beast. He is the front man who 

helps to convince the world that the Antichrist is worthy and deserving of worship, 

and ultimately it  is  he who enforces worship of the Antichrist  with a penalty of 

death. The False Prophet is given supernatural power to do things like calling fire down 

from heaven (Revelation 13:3), and the signs he performs, combined with the demonic 

words he speaks (Revelation 16:13-14), will cause people to give their allegiance to—and 

even worship—the Beast (Revelation 13:14). This man will wield tremendous religious 

influence, and inspired by the Dragon, he will successfully convince most of the world to 

commit idolatry (Revelation 13:12). The Bible does not reveal the False Prophet's name 

or  even  the  number  of  his  name,  as  it  does  for  the  Beast.  Instead,  we will  have  to 

recognize him by his fruits—by what he says and does (Matthew 7:15-20). The bible also 

makes the provocative implication that the False Prophet may actually claim to be Jesus 
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of Nazareth, and the prophet Daniel prophesied that the powerful spiritual leader known 

by Christians as the “false prophet” or “second beast” will come from the city of Rome.
�

(Revelation 13:11-15)Then I saw another beast, coming out of the earth. He had two 

horns like a lamb, but he spoke like a dragon. He exercised all the authority of the 

first beast on his behalf, and made the earth and its inhabitants worship the first 

beast, whose fatal wound had been healed. And he performed great and 

miraculous signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to earth in full 

view of men. Because of the signs he was given power to do on behalf of the first 

beast, he deceived the inhabitants of the earth. He ordered them to set up an image 

in honor of the beast who was wounded by the sword and yet lived. He was given 

power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that it could speak and 

cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed. 

What is Armageddon?

Armageddon literally mean “hill of fruits” and is a name found only in Revelation 

16:16. It is described as the final “battle place” of good versus evil.  It is the final 

show down between Satan and his armies, and Christ and His. The kings of the 

whole world who (according to scripture), are to be led by the unclean spirits 

spewing from the mouth of the dragon (satan), the beast (antichrist), and the false 

prophet. They assemble in Armageddon for "the war of the great day of God, the 

Almighty." Although the author designates the name Armageddon as Hebrew, it 

appears nowhere else in that language and its derivation is uncertain. The generally 

accepted view is that the word refers to the biblical city Megiddo, the site of many battles 

fought in ancient history and of course referred to in scripture. 

Looking for the Good (Virtue) – Hope

Living the Impact (Obeying) - Our faith and belief in the return of the Lord should be 

demonstrated by the fact that we are wise enough to be informed, and that we are 

spiritually faithful enough to be alert and aware. It is even more important that we are 

conscious of eternity, and as a result, we have prepared our hearts and minds within 



God’s grace. That means – giving to Him the very best we that we can give and in doing 

so we know with complete confidence that in Jesus, we have salvation and that we have 

made our lamps ready when eternity does come to us. To avoid ever being caught off 

guard it means we believe that eternity and life after death are a indeed a reality that will 

come to us all, and the stakes for that reality are very, very, high.  It also means we that in 

Christ, we are prepared for the pending judgment that is coming with the end of time here 

on earth - and we are fully aware that there is a terrible eternal consequence awaiting the 

person or persons who consciously and in their right mind reject Christ, and position 

themselves as an unbeliever or antichrist thinker. You and I can make certain that we are 

saved from this doom – and we do this, through a genuine personal relationship with 

Jesus.  Once we have begun that relationship with Jesus, we ourselves become like the 

wise bridesmaids who brought enough oil for their lamps. We become gatekeepers who 

must be fully responsible for ourselves to become spiritually intelligent by being more 

informed of the scripture (God’s truth), and more alert and aware of what is going on in 

God’s world.  As spiritually intelligent gatekeepers, we need to take the next step by 

seeking to warn and encourage the people we love, so that they can be saved as well.  It is 

the time and the season, the signs are all around… people are ready to hear this message!

�

Know What You Believe – Believe What You KnowK

Don’t Gather Useless Information – Seek Useful Wisdom to Guide Your Life 

and Shape Your Plana

Be a Gatekeeper – Not the DoormatB

Live and Work Each Day with Spiritual IntelligenceL

Keep Your Lamp Burning – Be the Light

 December 27th, 2009

“The Big Barbecue”

(Matthew 22:2-14)

"The Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of a king who prepared a great 
wedding feast for his son. 3 When the banquet was ready, he sent his servants to notify 



those who were invited. But they all refused to come! 

4 "So he sent other servants to tell them, 'The feast has been prepared. The bulls and 
fattened cattle have been killed, and everything is ready. Come to the banquet!' 5 But the 
guests he had invited ignored them and went their own way, one to his farm, another to 
his business. 6 Others seized his messengers and insulted them and killed them. 

7 "The king was furious, and he sent out his army to destroy the murderers and burn their 
town. 8 And he said to his servants, 'The wedding feast is ready, and the guests I invited 
aren't worthy of the honor. 9 Now go out to the street corners and invite everyone you 
see.' 10 So the servants brought in everyone they could find, good and bad alike, and the 
banquet hall was filled with guests. 

11 "But when the king came in to meet the guests, he noticed a man who wasn't wearing 
the proper clothes for a wedding. 12 'Friend,' he asked, 'how is it that you are here 
without wedding clothes?' But the man had no reply. 13 Then the king said to his aides, 
'Bind his hands and feet and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.' 

14 "For many are called, but few are chosen." 

The “Big Barbecue” Breakdown

The ObstaclesT

Disregard D

Dishonor D

DisloyaltyD

Disrespect

The Opportunity 



�

A feast for joyA

A feast for fullnessA

A feast for fellowshipA

A free feast

Isaiah 61:10 says, “I will rejoice greatly in the Lord, My soul will exult in my God; For 

He has clothed me with garments of salvation, He has wrapped me with a robe of 

righteousness, As a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, And as a bride adorns 

herself with her jewels.”

 

Getting to the Point (Truth) – Although I call this parable the “big barbecue” - it is 

in actuality about a wedding feast for the son of a King. Which translated into our 

present day understanding is pretty much as I have described - a big barbecue. But make 

no mistake – the kind of feast Jesus was talking about was an important event in His day. 

For example: the wedding feast for a Kings family would last for seven days. And most 

of these events were only for the wealthy business or landowners (people of substantial 

means and high profile).  If you accepted the Kings invitation and attended the wedding 

feast you were expected to stay the whole time. Each guest was also expected to wear the 

clothing provided by the King or Host (by no-no to wear your own outfit). So, when 

Jesus uses this illustration of the wedding feast to His disciples, they get the significance 

of the whole thing.  Jesus also like most Rabbis of His day used a King to represent the 

figure of God. The king in this parable had made plans for a wedding banquet for his son. 

His servants had told those invited that it was time for the banquet, but the invitation was 

ignored and the guests refused to come. Further effort was put forth to extend the 

invitation but the same thing happened. Since the offer was rejected to the point of 

mistreating and killing the servants, the king was enraged. The King sent his army and 

destroyed those murderers and burned their city. So you see this really was a “big 

barbecue.”



Probably important to note that Jesus in His parables is often attempting to expose and 

change His nation's rejection of Him. For Israel, God had made plans for His Son's reign 

and the invitation had been extended to them all through the prophets. But the preaching 

of John the Baptist, Jesus, and the disciples had pretty much been ignored. They 

apparently would even kill anyone extending the offer of Jesus as Messiah.  And, as in all 

of Jesus parables, there was always a prophetic reality – this one is no different.  In  70 

A.D. the Roman army would come, and for their own reasons kill all of the Jews 

remaining that had been responsible for the rejection of Jesus and His murder. 

 

The wedding banquet, however, was prepared, and those who were first invited had 

rejected the invitation, so an opportunity to attend was given to a different group. And 

even though the invitation was extended to both good and bad, individual preparation was 

still necessary. This was evidenced by the fact that one guest at the banquet had not made 

adequate preparation. He had failed to wear the clothing provided by the king provided 

for he was not wearing the proper wedding clothes. (Apparently the king gave them all 

wedding clothes as they arrived, for they came off the streets [v. 10]. A person must 

respond not only outwardly, but also he must be rightly related to God the King by 

appropriating all the King provides.) The King called the man “Friend”  - trust me the 

man is not a friend. In this context this is never a good term -  (it is like being kissed on 

the cheek or being given a dead fish by an Italian named Guido). Consequently this 

“wedding crasher” was given the boot. In Jesus speak, banquet imagery always refers to 

the Kingdom / Heaven.  So it is logical that partaking of the Banquet equals being in the 

Kingdom, and being kicked out of the banquet can certainly mean getting kicked out of 

the Kingdom. This might give some present day eternal security supporters a moment of 

pause… but it can only be just a moment because the bigger point is this: according to 

this parable Jesus was changing the guest list.  The kingdom of Heaven had now been 

expanded to include people from all races and backgrounds. Jesus concludes with the 

statement: “Many are called but few are chosen.” How do you know if you are chosen? If 

you believe. Therefore, acceptance of the invitation is necessary for entrance into the 



kingdom of God. So there are many who are invited, and based upon response 

(acceptance, attendance, and attitude) only a fewer number are chose.  The response is 

essential. 

Asking the Right Questions (Listening) Am I rejecting, ignoring or just simply missing 

any invitation from Christ for my life or for the life of the ones I love?

Looking for the Good (Virtue) – regard – honor – loyalty - respect

Living the Impact (Obeying) God is gracious and patient and keeps on offering the 
invitation. God has made the offer to everyone. Do not presume on the patience of God. 
A time will come when it will be too late. Do not be caught unprepared (i.e. not 
believing) when the feast begins. This is more than just the opportunity of a lifetime. 
This is what life and the life hereafter is all about. We need to accept this gracious and 
merciful invitation and do all that we can within our power to show we are grateful and 
sincere.  The rest has been taken care of.  Don’t be too proud or rebellious to wear the 
clothing that God has chosen for us in His Son Jesus.  Wear them with regard, respect, 
loyalty, and honor. 

January 3rd, 2010                                                                                                         

Show Me the Money

(Matthew 25:14-30)

“For it is like a man going on a journey, who summoned his slaves and entrusted his 
property to them. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, each 
according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16 The one who had received five 
talents went off right away and put his money to work and gained five more. 17 In the 
same way, the one who had two gained two more. 18 But the one who had received one 
talent went out and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money in it. 19 After a 
long time, the master of those slaves came and settled his accounts with them. 20 The one 
who had received the five talents came and brought five more, saying, ‘Sir, you entrusted 
me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.’ 21 His master answered, ‘Well done, 
good and faithful slave! You have been faithful in a few things. I will put you in charge 
of many things. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 The one with the two talents also 
came and said, ‘Sir, you entrusted two talents to me. See, I have gained two more.’ 23 
His master answered, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave! You have been faithful with a 
few things. I will put you in charge of many things. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 
Then the one who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Sir, I knew that you were a 
hard man, harvesting where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter 
seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what 



is yours.’ 26 But his master answered, ‘Evil and lazy slave! So you knew that I harvest 
where I didn’t sow and gather where I didn’t scatter? 27 Then you should have deposited 
my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received my money back 
with interest! 28 Therefore take the talent from him and give it to the one who has ten. 29 
For the one who has will be given more, and he will have more than enough. But the one 
who does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 30 And throw that 
worthless slave into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’

Show me the Money Breakdown:

Jesus confirms a system of rewards and judgments of the Kingdom of Heaven

5-talent / 1.2 million dollar man - doubles the investment money he was given 

by employer  (2.4 million)

Performance Review: “Excellent job comprehension, strong work ethic, 

energetic attitude and good creative skills; faithful with the tasks assigned.” 

Recommendation: (Bonus Pay) assigned greater responsibility and growth 

opportunity, eligible for the Platinum Extended Retirement Plan.

2-talent  / 500 thousand dollar man - doubles the investment money he was 

given by employer (1 million)

Performance Review: “Excellent job comprehension, strong work ethic, 

energetic attitude and creative skills; faithful with the tasks assigned.” 

Recommendation: assigned greater responsibility and growth opportunity, 

eligible for the Platinum Extended Retirement Plan.

1 talent  / 250 thousand dollar man - Sits on the investment money he was 

given, loses growth window and opportunity to increase investment of employer

Performance Review: Poor job comprehension, weak work ethic, status-quo 

attitude and limited creative skills; unfaithful to task assigned. 

Recommendation: Immediate termination - no benefits or severance package.

Note: The employer holds the failed employee accountable for not only what he 

thought was expected, but in actuality what he thought was expected. So, God 

holds us accountable for both what we think is the truth and what is in fact “the 

truth.” And like it or not, are judged and rewarded for what we do with what we 



have been given.

Getting to the Point (Truth) - Translators call this parable of Jesus, “the 

parable of the talents” and it is. But most of us like to think of the talents as 

spiritual gifts, but in Jesus day talents were in reality just plain money. A talent 

during Jesus day equaled 6,000 days (16 years) wages... or about $250,000 in 

modern terms at minimum wage. So I have titled this often misunderstood and 

misinterpreted parable “Show me the Money.” Jesus often talked about money and 

he did so by using a variety of illustrations and metaphors.  He used these 

illustrations and stories about money to communicate perspective and truth.  The 

perspective of “Kingdom of God” – and, the truth that lies within the heart of 

men and women. In this particular conversation His message is about being 

faithful and diligent with money and opportunity - in the Kingdom of Heaven 

(God).  That faithfulness with money and opportunity requires: One) a deep love 

of God - our neighbor - and ourselves. Two) A heart committed to making God’s 

kingdom first. Three) Understanding not what money is - but rather what it is not, 

and what expectations, opportunities, and responsibilities come with having it or 

being given it.

This message directly leads to the next truth that Jesus teaches in the “show 

me the money” God’s undeniable and eternal system of judgment and reward 

for those of us in the Kingdom of Heaven.  Please be advised none of our 

traditional temporal assumptions, notions or comparisons can help us navigate or 

figure out the why’s and why not’s of this system - its is His not ours.  The worst 

thing for us to do is run from our responsibilities, freeze when we have 

opportunity, and fear the expectations that God has of us. The best we can do is 

take the truth that is reveled to us by the Spirit and live in that truth to the fullest 

and know that God will honor His promises to us. We can use our money to invest 

in the people and ministry of God’s kingdom and know that in some way of 

benefit and significance God will reward us for seeking Him first. We can take a 

little and make it alot, we can take a lot and make it even more!  We can never 

allow ourselves through attitude or heart to be paralyzed to the point of 

mediocrity, status-quo, or laziness.  

 



Asking the Right Questions (Listening) – Is my attitude and heart on 

the same page with God, in regards to money and the opportunities that are 

available to me? What will my life look like a year from now, if I remain the same 

person doing the same things as last year?

Looking for Good (Virtue) – diligence; persistent or hard-working 

effort in doing something that is required or expected

Living the Impact (Obeying) L

Stewardship of our money is a privileged responsibility and opportunity for 

which he will be held accountable.w

Both the opportunity to work and be rewarded is a testimony to the grace of 

God.G

There is a danger of hoarding (sitting on) money and resources that God wants 

me to invest for eternal priorities.m

While waiting on Jesus return believers should work diligently with the 

responsibilities and opportunities we have been entrusted.r

The realities of future judgment ought to promote faith for today, and a fearless 

attitude for tomorrow.

The Timing - For us the timing of this message could not be better.  Money and 

its availability has become in our world at times bigger than life itself.  Money is 

the issue of our day. Those have it and those who don’t.  Those who have it want 

more and those who don’t want their fair share.  But God knows better than we 

what we need and when we need it. By virtue of God’s grace we have the chance 

now to Reset and escape the great deception and delusion of our day.  If we 

choose to in God’s mercy Reset, we do not go back and do things the same way 

we did them in the past – by the power of the Holy Spirit and with diligence we 

change.  In God’s grace we are forgiven, and in our repentance we can indeed 

Reset and become a different person who moves forward and proceeds to do life 

differently than we did before.  The Possibilities from this reset process are 

limitless! It means that God is more than happy (if we are diligent and faithful) to 

building His kingdom in us and through us! The parable is about money - the 

message is about the diligence and faithfulness of our heart and the attitude of our 



mind

January 10th, 2010

“Lost” The Original Season

Part 1 and 2 - Lost Sheep and Lost Coin 

(Luke 15:1-10)

Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus teach. This madeTax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus teach. This made  
the Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain that he was associating with suchthe Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain that he was associating with such  
sinful people—even eating with them!sinful people—even eating with them!

So Jesus told them this story:  "If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them gets lost,So Jesus told them this story:  "If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them gets lost,  
what will he do? Won't he leave the ninety-nine others in the wilderness and go to searchwhat will he do? Won't he leave the ninety-nine others in the wilderness and go to search  
for the one that is lost until he finds it?  And when he has found it, he will joyfully carryfor the one that is lost until he finds it?  And when he has found it, he will joyfully carry  
it home on his shoulders.  When he arrives, he will call together his friends andit home on his shoulders.  When he arrives, he will call together his friends and  
neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep.'  In the sameneighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep.'  In the same  
way, there is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who repents and returns to God thanway, there is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who repents and returns to God than  
over ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven't strayed away! over ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven't strayed away! 

 "Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Won't she light a lamp and "Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Won't she light a lamp and  
sweep the entire house and search carefully until she finds it?  And when she finds it, shesweep the entire house and search carefully until she finds it?  And when she finds it, she  
will call in her friends and neighbors and say, 'Rejoice with me because I have found mywill call in her friends and neighbors and say, 'Rejoice with me because I have found my  
lost coin.'  In the same way, there is joy in the presence of God's angels when even onelost coin.'  In the same way, there is joy in the presence of God's angels when even one  
sinner repents." sinner repents." 

Most of us have heard of the ancient Jewish Talmud. The Talmud is a written record of 

discussions of the ancient Rabbis about Jewish religious law, ethics, morality, customs, 

and history. In Jesus day the Talmud was not written but only an oral tradition and the 

pharisees knew the Talmud like the back of their hand. 

The Talmud said, “All the prophets prophesied only for repentant sinners, but as for 

the perfectly righteous, who had never sinned at all, the eye has not seen, what God 

has prepared for him.” The earliest tradition of the Talmud also taught that a person 

could live a sinless life. The Pharisees of Jesus day believed that they were perfectly 

righteous, that they were sinless. They found full justification for whatever personal 



behavior they themselves deemed necessary. Because of their arrogant self-righteousness, 

they really despised the sinners and the tax-collectors. The Talmud included little hope 

for them - and they made the pharisees feel better about themselves. We all know about 

what being a sinner means, but what was wrong with being a tax-collector? In Jesus day a 

tax-collector was a Jew working for Gentiles and that was bad. In that culture, the word 

tax-collector was synonymous with sinner because tax-collectors were Jews who had sold 

out to the Romans and collected taxes for them. In the eyes of the community, a tax-

gatherer was a thief because they would often demand higher payment than required by 

Rome and then skim off the top. Romans did not care - they just wanted theirs.

This obvious difference of heart, thought, and teaching created an irreconcilable problem. 

The judgmental and self-righteous behavior of the pharisees was disgusting to Jesus. And 

the fact that Jesus openly became friends with sinners and tax-collectors, enraged the 

Pharisees. Their ugly hearts and twisted minds concluded that Jesus could not be from 

God because according to their interpretation of the Talmud God did not like sinners or 

tax-collectors. It is in the face of this kind of critique and contempt that Jesus creates for 

them “Lost the Original Season” for His disciples and friends. The Sheep, the Coin, and 

the Son. 

Getting to the Point (Truth) There are many reasons why Jesus tells His friends the 
Lost Parables. Most were not simply to defend why He ate and drank with outcasts 
(please remember Jesus was not a drunk or a glutton).  For me, He answers the bigger 
question about God’s heart and attitude towards sinners and the realistic and unrealistic 
opportunities for becoming part of the Kingdom of Heaven. Some say lost parables are 
Jesus teaching about a believer's restoration to fellowship with God. That is true as well. 
One cannot lose something they do not own, so it is clear to me that the “Lost parables” 
certainly represents believers of God who come back to Him. I believe that in the 
parables of Lost that Jesus includes all sinners - saved and unsaved. And finally it can be 
seen in Lost that Jesus will publicly confront the Pharisees and challenge their self-
righteous attitude and condemnation of others. 

Let it be said... Jesus clearly revealed God’s heart and attitude towards the sinners and tax 
gatherers. They are very valuable to Him beyond the comfort level of a religious and self-
righteous spirit.  He is relentless and diligent in His searching to find those who are lost.

Asking the Right Questions (Listening) Why do we matter so much to God? Why 
does He risk so much to find and rescue us?  

Looking for the Good (Virtue) Mercy (Romans 5:6-11, Ephesians 2:4-7)



Living the Impact (Obedience)

We are God’s most precious Creation - but in our sin we are apart from Him and we are 
lost. Repent of sin and continually move towards Christ.

In the grace or disgrace of sin God loves and desires us: Through the relentless power of 
the Holy Spirit He searches and finds us. In the sacrifice and resurrection of His Son 
Jesus He saves and redeems us - He gives us new life.

All of Heaven rejoices when we are found in Christ - we rejoice with them when we live, 
we move, and we find our meaning in the love of Jesus.

Lost the Original Season 

Part 2 - Lost Sons

Warning: For some of us, this story may be a feel-good warm theology 

experience, only slightly tarnished by the sulking older brother.  However for 

other of us, this can be a humiliating exposure of our envy, jealousy and hypocrisy 

(no warm and fuzzy self-realized affirmation). 

(Luke 15:11-32)

"A man had two sons. 12 The younger son told his father, 'I want my share of your 
estate now before you die.' So his father agreed to divide his wealth between his 
sons. 

13 "A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a 
distant land, and there he wasted all his money in wild living. 14 About the time 
his money ran out, a great famine swept over the land, and he began to starve. 15 
He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his fields to 
feed the pigs. 16 The young man became so hungry that even the pods he was 
feeding the pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him anything. 

17 "When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, 'At home even the 
hired servants have food enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will 
go home to my father and say, "Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, 
19 and I am no longer worthy of being called your son. Please take me on as a 
hired servant."' 



20 "So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his 
father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, 
embraced him, and kissed him. 21 His son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned 
against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son.' 

22 "But his father said to the servants, 'Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house 
and put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. 23 And kill the 
calf we have been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, 24 for this son of 
mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found.' So 
the party began. 

25 "Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields working. When he returned home, 
he heard music and dancing in the house, 26 and he asked one of the servants what 
was going on. 27 'Your brother is back,' he was told, 'and your father has killed the 
fattened calf. We are celebrating because of his safe return.' 

28 "The older brother was angry and wouldn't go in. His father came out and 
begged him, 29 but he replied, 'All these years I've slaved for you and never once 
refused to do a single thing you told me to. And in all that time you never gave me 
even one young goat for a feast with my friends. 30 Yet when this son of yours 
comes back after squandering your money on prostitutes, you celebrate by killing 
the fattened calf!' 

31 "His father said to him, 'Look, dear son, you have always stayed by me, and 
everything I have is yours. 32 We had to celebrate this happy day. For your 
brother was dead and has come back to life! He was lost, but now he is found!'" 

Getting to the Point (Truth) - This parable is about rebellion, pride, arrogance, 

bitterness, resentment, jealousy, and betrayal.  Yet the lost sons parable is equally 

about patience, faith, hope, love, mercy, trust, joy and forgiveness.  Their story is 

predictable yet surprising, it is sad and yet happy. The story of the lost sons is also 

a story of reckoning - as well as it is a story of redemption! In the lost sons parable 

Jesus tells us what sin has taken - and He tells us what the father has given... He 

tells us not only what is missing - but tells us about what has been found.  At so 

many deep and personal levels our understanding of the “Lost Sons” is filtered 

through our own life experiences.  At some point or another in our life there is a 

little piece of us all in this story. No pun or sarcasm intended, but Jesus really 



“nailed it” (for all of us) when He told the story of the “lost sons.”  We need to 

reach out and connect with all three main characters.

One - Parents who struggle with rebellious or lost children usually identify with 

the father of the prodigal son, and most often can find comfort and hope for their 

own circumstances in the midst of the pain and adversity. 

Two - Those who feel completely lost after the humiliation and damage that sin 

has caused in their life will identify with the rebellious son and on the loving and 

forgiving heart of the father. 

Three - Interestingly enough, only a few of us will choose to identify with the 

older brother. And yet, in the context and intent of Jesus, he is the central figure. 

It is his sin and his corrupt heart, and his reaction to his brother’s repentance and 

return home that Jesus uses to expose the hidden sin and religiosity of the 

Pharisees and religious community.

It is with that revelation that I chose to call this parable “the lost sons” (plural). 

Because it is clear, there is more than one lost son in this parable - and Jesus knew 

this when He told it.  Unfortunately, too often we hear what we want to hear when 

we hear it.  But without a doubt, both sons were lost - one realized it and repented, 

and the other denied it and hid it.  I believe for us to fully hear from the Holy 

Spirit on this one we are going to have to attempt to set aside previous 

interpretations and conclusions that we have of this parable.  We are also going to 

need to put in check our own predispositions and needs, and seek after the truth of 

this thing and let God’s love pull us out into the light and into the real context that 

Jesus intended. 

I am completely convinced of one thing: the parable of what is called the “prodigal 

son” was not told by Jesus and recorded in Luke’s biography of Jesus, primarily as 

instruction to parents of wayward children. We have to understand this parable in 

its context as the response of Jesus to the already aggressive attack of the 

Pharisees on Jesus because of His friendship with, His acceptance of, and His 

rejoicing over repentant sinners. In a sense it is almost more important to us why 

He told this story than the story itself.  Of course all of it is important, but in this 

instance if we miss the “why” we miss the “how.”  In the face of religious 

opposition Jesus is establishing an eternal precedence for entrance into the 



Kingdom of Heaven and the heart of God the Father - love and mercy - 

forgiveness and freedom! 

Asking the Right Questions (Listening) - Who really are these three characters 

of the “lost sons” parable?  Which one of them do I see in me?  And, what am I 

going to do about it?

Living the Impact (Obeying) - Six Characteristics of Considerable Concern 
First - The characteristics of sin’s serious and intense impact on our life and 
the lives of those closest to us. Jesus did in fact have friends who were sinners 
and eat and drink with them – we need to deal with that fact; but He never 
minimized the destructive force that sin truly is, nor did he ever trivialize the sad 
and painful consequences of sin. Jesus did not attempt to glamorize the younger 
brother’s narcissistic behavior in the parable of the lost sons.  It is for sure a story 
of healing and restoration brought about by the mercy, love and grace, of a 
forgiving and wise father. But in telling this parable Jesus also tells the story of 
self-centric indulgence, jealousy, and self-contempt. The loss and regret from the 
sin that took place in this family warns us of what is at stake with our own.

Second - The characteristics of the younger brother’s repentance are revealed 
through his brokenness and suffering. I believe (apparently so did Jesus), that 
the process of repentance begins, when you and I start to experience the reality and 
uncomfortable consequences of our sin.  Until that time most (not all) of us are not 
objective or courageous enough to confront the futility our own wrong choices. 
You and I have to hand it to God; He allows the Holy Spirit to stay with us to 
continually force the issue to be dealt with (it is called conviction).   Though the 
grace of God has us covered  - it is our love for God moves us to uncover our 
condition before Him. And so, through our tears, and regret we repent – 
determined to live a better life than the one we have been living! But it is more 
often than not the facing of our consequences that  “brings us to our senses”, 
helping us to “see things straight.” with seeing things as they really are.  Finally, 
true repentance begins by seeing one’s wrong actions as sinful, first in the sight of 
God, and then in the sight of men. 

Third - The characteristics of redemption are revealed through the loving 
and forgiving wisdom of the father.  We can clearly see the loving heart of the 
Heavenly Father, who in grace or disgrace desires and longs for the return of every 
sinner.  God our Father, willingly grants forgiveness, and it is He who leads all of 
heaven in rejoicing each time someone who is lost or wayward comes home. 
Redemption is not just a process that begins when we decide to return to God. 



Redemption is the provision made for us to come back to God when Jesus died on 
the cross for us. Because of Jesus, we are redeemed by the blood of the Lamb that 
was slain. Yes, God the Father permits us to go our way when we want to go our 
way – and then in His mercy He uses the way we have chosen to continually lead 
us back to Him.  

 If we insist, God will give us what we ask for - He allows us to go our own 
way.  

 God never forgets us – He waits patiently for us and when He sees us coming 
He will go out to meet us. H

 God does not force us to grovel - He has forgiven us even before we tell Him 
we confess we are sorry. w

 God quickly restores us to our place in His Kingdom – He rejoices and 
celebrates that we have returned! c

 God continues to be gracious when others around us do not understand or 
appreciate that kind of love and redemption - He loves those who do not yet 
know how to love like Him.

 

Fourth – Avoiding a religious spirit and the Characteristics of pride, jealousy, 
and envy. Jesus uses what was in the heart and behavior of the older brother to 
expose the Pharisees and Scribes for who they really were. Their hearts were full 
of wicked jealousy and they acted out of a passive aggressive rage. Among the 
many problems they had with Jesus in this instance the fact that He actually had 
friends who were sinners had set them off. It is really important that you and I 
totally resist the potential for playing that ugly role our self.  It is that religious 
spirit, of envy, judgment, and jealousy that will drive those who have it a million 
miles away from the heart of God.  Ironically it is also that very same spirit that 
deceives those who have it into believing that they are somehow right to feel the 
way they do - that God is some way pleased with the ugliness in their heart 
towards the open and honest love of others. We have to resist this deception on 
every turn, and on every occasion we need to fight that wrong and critical spirit in 
us. Otherwise it becomes a hard habit for us to break. And it is a habit that hurts 
and alienates from us those we need to love the most. 

In order to change a bad habit we have to replace the bad habit with a good 



habit.  If we practice a bad habit everyday then we have to replace it by practicing 
in its place a good habit. We can’t just try to leave a void – we have to fill the void 
with a good habit. Try this…

Anything in our heart or thoughts that says... “They don’t deserve what I 
deserve, I have earned better.”  We replace it by saying… “Thank you Lord for 
giving them the mercy and grace that you also freely gave me.” 

Anything in our heart or our thoughts that says… “Why do they have this 
opportunity and I do not? This is not fair to me.”  We replace it by saying… “Lord 
I know you love and desire me, and you give me each day your very best; please 
use them to bless your kingdom with this opportunity.” 

Anything in our heart or our thoughts that says… “They are not doing right – 
but I am.  I am going to make darn sure they don’t get away with it.”   We replace 
it by saying…  “Lord thank you for forgiving me when I myself have been wrong. 
In sincere love, help me to be an encouragement and example of what is pleasing 
to you.”                            

Fifth - Joy is a core characteristic for all who follow Jesus. Our joy is rooted in 
God’s grace and endless love for us! Seriously! There is joy, for the redeeming of 
anyone or anything, that once was lost but now has been found by our Lord!  If we 
can rejoice in our own salvation, then we can and should share in the joy of others 
who come to repentance as well – regardless of the circumstances. It seems to me 
that many Christians just do not have any joy.  Maybe it is because they have lost 
sight of their own miraculous redemption and salvation by grace. And maybe it is 
because and they are no longer not involved in leading others who are lost to it. 
Without the re-enforcement and stimulus from that kind of joy eventually we can 
lose our way. 

 “After all, what is it that gives us hope and joy; and what is the crown and reward 
that will bring us the most joy and make us most proud when we stand before 
Jesus when He returns? It is you!  Yes, you are our pride and our great joy” 
(1Thessalonians 2:19-20).

 I believe that each of us have a lot to learn about the joy that exists within 
separation from sin and holiness before God. Too often, like the Pharisees, we 
seem to think that the distance we keep from “sinners” or “the lost” measures how 
holy we are. That idea is wrong – in fact according to the life of Jesus the opposite 
is true! That is not joy – that is dead and already rotten religion! The Bible says 
that holiness is about how close we are to Jesus – not how far we are from 
sinners. If Jesus came for the lost then so should we. If Jesus became sin so that 



we could find the righteousness of the Father then where are we?????? Of course 
not sinning – but rather finding and loving the sinner! And when they are 
found, it is there that we can find true joy! The church finds real joy when they 
become a spiritual “lost and found.”  My final thought on this biblical truth is 
this… I have become so absorbed by this story that when I close my eyes I can see 
and hear the father of the older son.  Filled with such joy over the return of one 
son – yet shocked at the condition and attitude of his other.  But yet at the end of 
the day - Joy won the day.  The father was not going to let the wrong heart and 
attitude of one son diminish or take away from the joyful celebration for the return 
of his other.  Where’s the joy?

Sixth - The Characteristics and Clarity in following Christ -Sixth - The Characteristics and Clarity in following Christ - I feel a strong 

need to bring clarity in this message about sin.  The definition of “sin” and of 

“sinners,” like the Pharisees and scribes that Jesus addressed in this parable, are 

often more social in nature than they are biblical. What I mean by that is that 

“Sinners” in our minds are those who are often characterized by certain socially or 

personally unacceptable activities or behaviors. Sin, from a biblical point of view, 

is characterized most often by Jesus more in the terms of an attitude or the intent 

of the heart. This does not mean that certain actions and behaviors are not 

necessarily evil. For example: fornication and adultery are always evil and 

destructive. But, it also means that many actions that appear righteous and spiritual

—prayer, for example—may be evil, if the attitude or intent behind the action is 

evil. “Sinners” to the Pharisees were more a social category than they were 

anything else. In our day a “holier than thou, or spiritually elitist” attitude is the 

same thing. The Bible tells us that sinners are not just those in a certain segment of 

society who look and act a certain way, but that they are those whose attitudes and 

actions are contrary to the will and purpose of God. If we do not have clarity with 

this truth, we will always struggle with having the heart of God the Father and the 

love of Jesus and we ourselves can be lost.  Let the Father find you today.

When the father... 
Embraced him - he stops the lost son from going to his knees, it is a sign of 
redemption.                                                  
Kissed him - on the cheek, it was a sign of reconciliation and forgiveness. 
Wrapped him – in his best robe, it was a sign of honor. 
Gave him - his the signet ring, it was a sign of identity and authority. 
Put on him - his shoes, it was a sign of a free man—slaves went barefoot. 
Killed for him - the fatted calf for a feast, it was a sign of sorrow turned to 

joy.



27parables of jesus

Selective Memory 

Matthew 18:21-35 parable of the unforgiving debtor

Then Peter came to him and asked, "Lord, how often should I forgive someone 
who sins against me? Seven times?"

22 "No, not seven times," Jesus replied, "but seventy times seven! 

23 "Let me explain, the Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to a king who 
decided to bring his accounts up to date with servants who had borrowed money 
from him. 24 In the process, one of his debtors was brought in who owed him 
millions of dollars. 25 He couldn't pay, so his master ordered that he be sold—
along with his wife, his children, and everything he owned—to pay the debt. 

26 "But the man fell down before his master and begged him, 'Please, be patient 
with me, and I will pay it all.' 27 Then his master was filled with pity for him, and 
he released him and forgave his debt. 

28 "But when the man left the king, he went to a fellow servant who owed him a 
few thousand dollars. He grabbed him by the throat and demanded instant 
payment. 

29 "His fellow servant fell down before him and begged for a little more time. 'Be 
patient with me, and I will pay it,' he pleaded. 30 But his creditor wouldn't wait. 
He had the man arrested and put in prison until the debt could be paid in full. 

31 "When some of the other servants saw this, they were very upset. They went to 
the king and told him everything that had happened. 32 Then the king called in the 



man he had forgiven and said, 'You evil servant! I forgave you that tremendous 
debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Shouldn't you have mercy on your fellow 
servant, just as I had mercy on you?' 34 Then the angry king sent the man to prison 
to be tortured until he had paid his entire debt. 

35 "That's what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive your 
brothers and sisters from your heart." 

 Jesus shares this parable with his listeners in between His teaching on discipline 

and marriage and divorce.  Within the story of the unforgiving servant (who 

suffered from selective memory syndrome) is the very response that Jesus uses to 

reveal the principles of forgiveness in the Kingdom of God.  That response 

expected from us by God is a sharp memory of how God the Father has forgiven 

us of our many and numerous debts, transgressions, and sins of course a quick and 

complete forgiveness of those who sin against us.  “Unlimited forgiveness ought 

to be demonstrated with mercy toward others because it is the reflection of a right 

relationship with the Father.”  To put this another way - God’s forgiveness of our 

sins should motivate and inspire us to forgive those who offend or sin against us.

Sequence of the Selective Memory Servant

Act One - The King and Servant

The Situation The king was owed an amount so large the servant could 

never repay.

The Servants’ 

Plea

The servant admitted his debt and begged for mercy.

The Response He felt compassion on the servant and released the debt.



Act Two - The Unforgiving Servant and another servant

The Situation The Unforgiving servant had a fellow servant (one of his 

peers) who owed him a small amount. The servant grabs his 

fellow servant and chokes him! No mercy, no compassion.

The Servants’ 

Plea

The indebted servant begged for mercy

The Response He refused to release the debt and demanded payment, but 

ironically, he put him in a situation where he would never 

be able to repay. (This is and important detail.)

Act Two - The King and the Unforgiving Servant

The Situation The king heard of the ungrateful servants refusal to forgive 

another servant what was owed him.

The King’s 

Response

...to the ungrateful servant - He tortured him until he could 

repay.

Getting to the Point (Truth) - Since Jesus audience is Peter and some of his 

friends, we know this parable is intended for believers; we also know forgiveness 

is a timeless and eternal truth. Today you and I are still being forgiven, and we 

have the opportunity for an open and new relationship with Jesus. So, the truth 

found in this parable is also meant for us, and our present day relationships. The 

King’s forgiveness of the enormous and unrepayable debt of the servant illustrates 



God’s forgiveness of you and I and our unrepayable sin. The selective memory of 

the servant keeps him from being open to offer his fellow servant, the same mercy 

and forgiveness he had received. Sadly, he selectively remembers what He wants 

to remember.  He does not get it.  He loses the opportunity to say to the one who 

owes him - “hey, ironically just recently I owed my boss a “sick” amount of 

money that I never would have been able to repay in a million years. In fact, I 

actually went to him and asked him to show me mercy and to give me more time 

to pay him back.  Miraculously he told me that I was forgiven of the debt I owed 

him! I stunned, I could not even believe it.  Isn’t it crazy that here we are, you 

owing me a debt, and now I get the opportunity to pass on the same mercy and 

forgiveness to you.”  

But instead it is pretty clear this guy did not appreciate his own forgiveness and 

instead selectively chose to forget the mercy he had been shown. Jesus then uses 

the consequence and the punishment piece of the unforgiving servant, to show 

God’s heart on forgiving and withholding forgiveness. The story illustrates and 

reveals to any believer the proper and improper attitude of one who desires to be 

part of the kingdom of God.

Jesus shares this parable with his listeners in between His teaching on discipline 

and marriage and divorce.  Within the story of the unforgiving servant (who 

suffered from selective memory syndrome) is the very response that Jesus says 

reveals the principles of forgiveness in the Kingdom of God.  That response 

expected from us by God is a sharp memory of how God the Father has forgiven 

us of our many and numerous debts, transgressions, and sins of course a quick and 

complete forgiveness of those who sin against us.  “Unlimited forgiveness ought 

to be demonstrated with mercy toward others because it is the reflection of a right 

relationship with the Father.”  To put it another way. God’s forgiveness of our sins 

should motivate and inspire us to forgive those who offend or sin against us.



Asking the Right Question (Listening) - So... how many times are supposed to 

forgive others? Do we really need to ask? Perhaps the real question and problem 

is; how can we forgive an infinite, endless, and ridiculous number of times the 

people who hurt us, owe us, abuse us, or betray us?  Oh, I don’t know… how 

many time has God forgiven us?

Living the Impact (Obeying) - 

The Selective Memory SyndromeT

10,000 talents was an impossible amount to repay. It is important because it 

points out that our debt to God is one we could never repay.  The whole image 

of being released from a debt that “crazy” is a great illustration of what it really 

means to forgive. You’ve heard the phrase, “Forgive and forget.” People are 

confused. They think that forgiveness = forgetting. But it doesn’t. You know 

they owe you, but when you don’t make them pay, you know that it cost you. 

We don’t forget. We can’t forget, but we don’t hold a grudge. We don’t bring 

it up again.i

It is interesting that the unforgiving servant did not admit to the King his 

inability to repay. In fact, he told the King he would pay it off. This is 

significant in that it shows he didn’t really appreciate his own forgiveness. 

Because he chose to turn right around and refuse to forgive another servant a 

much smaller debt owed him. We are so much like this servant. In our 

emotions and hurt we feel like we just can’t let another person off the hook. 

We selectively choose to forget God’s mercy and forgiveness for us. When we 

do that, we put ourselves in God’s place and that is not our place.d

The unforgiving servant sent his fellow servant to prison where he could not 

repay the debt. This is important because no one can ever repay you for harm 

done to you. You’ve heard people proclaim that their personal philosophy is, “I 

don’t get mad, I get even.” That is an empty philosophy. We can’t get even - 

we can just do more harm.w

In this parable the unforgiving servant is sent to the torturers by the King for 

his unwillingness to forgive others. In the broader context of understanding 

the law of love, and the immediate context of forgiveness, I think this means 

that if we are unwilling to love openly and forgive quickly, Holy Spirit will 



allow us the “torture” of our own consequences and conscience. I interpret 

torture as causing us to live and fail by our own efforts, to face our evil, 

recognize our sin and appreciate God’s forgiveness of us. Then we will in turn 

forgive others because we will see that we are just as bad as them and capable 

of doing the same thing they did to us.o

This parable illustrates the principle of Isaiah 55:8. Isaiah is not talking about 

God’s infinitude, omnipotence and omniscience. He is talking about 

forgiveness in the immediate context. In the previous verse he says, God has 

compassion and will “abundantly pardon.” We are not like that. We are like the 

unforgiving servant. God’s ways are not our ways.u

This parable answers the questions of the openness and limitlessness of 

forgiveness in the Kingdom of God. Jesus’ answer is directed to the Peter and 

the rest of the disciples who believe in Him, therefore his answer is directed to 

all believers. Peter asks Jesus how many times he must forgive his brother 

when he sins against him. Jesus answer basically means - an infinite, endless, 

and ridiculous number. But why did Jesus say 7x70 ?  What is the significance 

of that number? I thought I would throw this out there for all the numbers and 

theory lovers.  7x70 equals 490. Interestingly that is how many years Israel 

stayed in the land without obeying the Sabbath year. In theory, God forgave 

Israel 490 times before He finally sent them captive to Babylon. You could 

also compare this to Daniel’s prophecy. Maybe God is going to forgive Israel 

for 490 more years - (remember the 70 weeks of years)...  Now back to 

sobering reality; God does not ask us to do anything that He isn’t willing to do.

Five Impact Principles:F

When we are injured or wronged by another, it creates a debtor 

relationship.r

We forgive by canceling the debt or payback someone owes us for wrong 

done. We don’t expect or demand of them to pay us back - and we don’t try 

to get even.t

Our motivation to forgive is our own forgiveness. You and I can never repay 

God what we owe Him. When someone else does evil to us, they can never 



repay either. But, when we recognize forgiveness, we choose to not hold 

them accountable for their evil or wrongdoing. When we refuse to forgive 

someone else, it is the same as saying. I would never do such a thing. When 

we realize our own evil, we know that we can and will do the same things 

to others.t

Move quickly to forgive. We are planting a deep root of bitterness and 

inviting the harsh consequence of misery into our life if we do not move 

forward quickly to forgive.f

Include the person that does not care about being forgiven or repenting. 

Jesus forgave His murderers while he was on the cross - they did not care 

and they had not repented. He prayed, “Father forgive because they do not 

know what they are doing.”  In reality, until they repented there could be no 

remission of sin and no right relationship with God, but what forgiveness 

does is release the other person from me and turns the problem over to God. 

I no longer hold it in my power to judge.

27parables of Jesus
Not Just Business as Usual

(Luke 16:1-12)

Jesus told this story to his disciples: "There was a certain rich man who had a manager 
handling his affairs. One day a report came that the manager was wasting his employer's 
money. 2 So the employer called him in and said, 'What's this I hear about you? Get your 
report in order, because you are going to be fired.' 

3 "The manager thought to himself, 'Now what? My boss has fired me. I don't have the 
strength to dig ditches, and I'm too proud to beg. 4 Ah, I know how to ensure that I'll 
have plenty of friends who will give me a home when I am fired.' 



5 "So he invited each person who owed money to his employer to come and discuss the 
situation. He asked the first one, 'How much do you owe him?' 6 The man replied, 'I owe 
him 800 gallons of olive oil.' So the manager told him, 'Take the bill and quickly change 
it to 400 gallons.' 

7 "'And how much do you owe my employer?' he asked the next man. 'I owe him 1,000 
bushels of wheat,' was the reply. 'Here,' the manager said, 'take the bill and change it to 
800 bushels.' 

8 "The rich man had to admire the dishonest rascal for being so shrewd. And it is true that 
the children of this world are more shrewd in dealing with the world around them than 
are the children of the light. 9 Here's the lesson: Use your worldly resources to benefit 
others and make friends. Then, when your earthly possessions are gone, they will 
welcome you to an eternal home. 

10 "If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in large ones. But if you are 
dishonest in little things, you won't be honest with greater responsibilities. 11 And if you 
are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true riches of 
heaven? 12 And if you are not faithful with other people's things, why should you be 
trusted with things of your own? 

Quick LookQ

A steward by biblical definition is one who manages another’s wealth. He does not own 

it, he uses it for the profit of his master. As followers of Jesus, we are stewards of 

what God has given us. We do not own it.w

This conversation is between Jesus and His disciples. It is logical then, that the target 

audience is to all followers and believers in Christ.a

In this same conversation (but next parable) with the disciples there is continued tension 

growing between Jesus and the Pharisees concerning their corrupt love and misuse of 

money.m

This parable also continues the continual re-enforcement from Jesus on the need to be 

consciously preparing for eternity.c

The setting and context to the shrewd manager parable is the danger of losing perspective 



and priorities. Losing it by squandering money, misusing resources that we are 

entrusted, or loving all the above too much (more than we love God), and finally 

losing sight of eternity and God’s plans for our life.

How Shrewd was this Guy?

Well, according to the Law the Israelites were not to charge interest to their fellow 

citizens (Ex 22:25; Lev 25:36, Deut 15:8, 23:19). But they were charging interest. They 

did it by lending a person $80 but making them sign an IOU for $100. From Josephus 

(Jewish historian) we know that olive oil was a very volatile commodity and they charged 

100% interest. The interest rate on wheat was 25%. That matches the figures Jesus used. 

So, all the steward did was drop off the interest. He was shrewd because the master 

couldn’t turn him in for anything illegal, because he wasn’t supposed to charge interest in 

the first place. The master still fired him, but he certainly did the debtors a favor.

I’ve heard that this kind of stuff still happens today in Israel. In Israel it is still to this day 

illegal to milk a cow on the Sabbath unless you only do it for the cows benefit. How do 

you know if it is for the cows benefit? The elders and rabbis have determined that you 

can do it for the cows benefit by milking her and letting the milk fall onto the rocks. So, 

they made a law that you must milk a cow on the rocks on the Sabbath. But get this…

shrewd Israeli’s sterilize rocks, put them in the bottom of the bucket and milk the cow on 

the rocks. There are always ways to get around the law if you want to. They should have 

left the principle or spirit of the law in place rather than try to define a specific action as 

fulfilling the principle.

Getting to the Point (Truth) – The point of this parable is simple.  As a follower of 
Jesus… J

What has been given to us W
What has been entrusted with usW
What is expected of us



(This is a very big deal to God)

Because it is such a big deal, it means that you and I should maximize and highly regard 
these principles while we are here on this earth.  We gotta’ be all about it. The truth of 
this parable is that we need to actively value all the words of Jesus, as words of life and 
words of purpose - for ourselves and for our families.  There is nothing of higher priority 
for us. This parable is one more prime example of Jesus teaching us a better way to live 
and a better way to love. I personally love the direct simplicity of the translation from 
The Message (verses 9-12)…T

“I want you to be smart in the same way — but be smart for what is right — using 
every adversity to stimulate you to creative survival, to concentrate your attention 
on the bare essentials, so you'll live, really live, and not complacently just get by 
on good behavior." Jesus went on to make these comments:o

If you're honest in small things - you'll be honest in big things; I

If you're a crook in small things - you'll be a crook in big things. I

If you're not honest in small jobs - who will put you in charge of the store? 
If we dig into this we can see that the story is strategic (wise) way to illustrate the truth in 
a relatable and memorable way. So what does Jesus want to relate? What does Jesus want 
us to remember?  
Here it is  - We are accountable to God for… One – What has been given to us. Two – 
What has been entrusted with us. Three – What is expected of us.

Asking the Right Questions (Listening) – This a no brainer right? 
What has been given to me?
What has been entrusted with me?
What is expected of me?

Looking for the Good (Virtue) – Wisdom (read Proverbs 2)

Living the Impact (Obeying) 
Living the Impact Check List (Make your Own)L

My WifeM
My ChildrenM
My Church familyM
My TimeM
My MoneyM
My MindM
My Body



I

My AttitudeM
My HeartM
My HomeM
My FoodM
My PossessionsM
My Priorities

There is a story about a man crawling across the desert and he comes to a rusty old 

pump with a little glass jug of water with a lid on it and a piece of leather 

parchment. He grabs the jar of water and just before he drinks it, he reads the 

parchment which says, “Stop! Don’t drink this. Use the water in the jar to wet the 

leather gasket on the pump. Then you can pump as much water as you like for 

drinking. Then fill the jar up and leave it with this note for the next traveler.

27parables of Jesus
VIP
(Luke 14:7-14)

When Jesus noticed that all who had come to the dinner were trying to sit in the 
seats of honor near the head of the table, he gave them this advice: 8 "When you 
are invited to a wedding feast, don't sit in the seat of honor. What if someone who 
is more distinguished than you has also been invited? 9 The host will come and 
say, 'Give this person your seat.' Then you will be embarrassed, and you will have 
to take whatever seat is left at the foot of the table! 



10 "Instead, take the lowest place at the foot of the table. Then when your host 
sees you, he will come and say, 'Friend, we have a better place for you!' Then you 
will be honored in front of all the other guests. 11 For those who exalt themselves 
will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted." 

12 Then he turned to his host. "When you put on a luncheon or a banquet," he 
said, "don't invite your friends, brothers, relatives, and rich neighbors. For they 
will invite you back, and that will be your only reward. 13 Instead, invite the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 Then at the resurrection of the righteous, 
God will reward you for inviting those who could not repay you." 

Context and Circumstance

On the Sabbath, Jesus turned to the religious leaders and asked them for their 

opinion before He healed a diseased man. They turned their heads and did not 

respond to Jesus. Jesus in His mercy and compassion heals the diseased man and 

then turns to the religious - after the fact, they then attacked and criticized Jesus 

and were vocal to Him in their disapproval. 

Later, at a VIP dinner, Jesus addresses the pride issue with the people who 

gathered around the table that evening. Many of the guests were from the same 

crowd that had criticized the healing earlier.

In Jesus day, banquet protocol went like this… the host always sat at the head of 

the table. Then the honored guest sat in the first seat just to the right of the host. 

Oftentimes the host would then personally seat the other guest’s as desired.  If the 

host did not pre-seat the other guests, they would seat themselves at the table using 

an honor system based on each one’s prestige, wealth, or influence as the 

guideline - (the foot of the table was the least desired and least prestigious seat at 

the table). If someone were to sit out of place it was considered an offense to the 

host and the other guests. It was not uncommon once everyone was seated for the 



host to ask a guest to move down a chair or two and ask someone else to move up. 

Teachers of the Law were notorious for taking the seats of honor (best seats) at the 

Synagogue and at high profile events and banquets (Matthew 23:6; Mark. 12:39; 

Luke 20:46). 

More than likely when Jesus noticed the shuffling for position at the table He used 

an OT allusion to Proverbs 25:6-7 6 Do not exalt yourself in the king’s presence, 

and do not claim a place among great men; 7 it is better for him to say to you, 

“Come up here,” than for him to humiliate you before a nobleman. What you have 

seen with your eyes (NIV)

Getting to the Point (Truth) 

The First Point: If we try to promote our self, seek personal notoriety and draw 

unnecessary attention for ourselves, God will usually bring us back to reality. If it 

takes demoting us to humble us, then He more than likely will.  Rather than be 

humiliated or “put in our place” I am pretty sure that most of us would rather just 

go ahead and humble ourselves, and then patiently wait for God to raise us up. But 

its crazy – we don’t.  Instead we self-promote unwilling to wait for God’s purpose 

and plan for us.  

The Second Point: Followers of Jesus should act without thoughts of reciprocity, 

being completely confident that God will reward such grace and humility at the 

judgment of the righteousness.  If we do what is right in the end, we will be 

rewarded and promoted. The motive and intent of the heart in being generous or 

inviting is in question. Jesus point… Do we honor only those who we know can or 

will honor us in return? 

The Third Point: The only attitudes and intentions that will merit reward in the 

resurrection and in the Kingdom of Heaven are the attitudes and intentions of 



simple humility and pure generosity – “Humble yourself in the sight of the Lord 

and He will lift you up.” 

Asking the Right Questions (Listening) - What is the right attitude and heart for 

us to have when we have been generously included in a gracious invitation? What 

is the right heart and attitude for us when we are extending an honored invitation 

or just being purely generous to others?  

The Wrong Attitude: Self-Centric Pride

The Right Attitude: Simple Humility

The Wrong Expectation: Reward and Notoriety

The Right Expectation: The Opportunity to Love and Heal

Living the Impact – (Obeying) We have to see ourselves as honored guests to 

God’s amazing grace on this great journey of life and faith.  As one’s who have 

ourselves been invited, we can rightfully - but humbly take our place at the Lords 

table.  But, where is our place?  Well to be completely honest our place is just 

down a ways from the brother or sister that we have just given our seat to. You can 

take that literally and metaphorically – they’ll both work. If we do this with a right 

heart we can bring honor to both our brother, and our Lord. Now there are many 

ways for us to wrap our heart and mind around this, but first there is a “grid of 

truth”  to use as our guide. Warning, This truth is a complete contradiction to our 

cultural protocol, expectations, and appetite. It goes like this…

In self-pride, if we push and manipulate for a place of honor- we will 
continually find ourselves feeling we have been dishonored, and put in a place 
of humiliation.

Conversely (on the other hand)…



In simple humility, if we honor others in our place, and graciously wait for 
our place to come, we will live an honorable and humble life, filled with 
unsolicited reward and distinction.

We also must truly come to see clearly that there are wrong and right responses to 

grace. The wrong response is to think we are special and deserve to sit in the best 

place. Yes, we are special to God – but never at the expense or oversight of others. 

The right response is to recognize that we are not special enough to sit in the place 

of honor when we have the opportunity to honor God by preferring and referring 

others before our self. Let the host move you up if he sees fit.

If you want reciprocal relationships…. Be the first invite and create an 

opportunity to honor others

If you want to be loved and acknowledged… openly love and give others the 

gift of attention

If you want the best in life… give the best you have to give to the life of 

another

If you want to be honored and rewarded… honor and reward those around 

you who cannot possibly honor or reward you in return

If you want to be heard and respected… listen respectfully to the needs of 

others before reciting your own

If you need to feel better about yourself… go out of your way encourage 

someone who has stopped hoping and believing

The words of Jesus… “Everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled, and he who 

humbles himself shall be exalted” (14:11).

(Matthew 5:46; 18:4; 23:12; Romans 12:16; I Peter 5:6)



27parables of Jesus
This is Not What I Signed up For

(Luke 14:25-33)

A large crowd was following Jesus. He turned around and said to them, 26 "If you 
want to be my disciple, you must hate everyone else by comparison—your father 
and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even your own life. 
Otherwise, you cannot be my disciple. 27 And if you do not carry your own cross 
and follow me, you cannot be my disciple. 

28 "But don't begin until you count the cost. For who would begin construction of 
a building without first calculating the cost to see if there is enough money to 
finish it? 29 Otherwise, you might complete only the foundation before running 
out of money, and then everyone would laugh at you. 30 They would say, 'There's 
the person who started that building and couldn't afford to finish it!' 

31 "Or what king would go to war against another king without first sitting down 



with his counselors to discuss whether his army of 10,000 could defeat the 20,000 
soldiers marching against him? 32 And if he can't, he will send a delegation to 
discuss terms of peace while the enemy is still far away. 33 So you cannot become 
my disciple without giving up everything you own. 

Context and Circumstance

Jesus has just finished sharing the parable of the ”great supper” in which He 
addresses the lame excuses of Israel’s rejection of God’s invitation; and the 
acceptance of the invitation by the outcasts. 

Jesus transitions to one of His infamous reality checks… Those who believe 
they want to accept God’s gracious invitation need to know the truth - there 
will be a cost in following Him.

The cost that Jesus describes is an introduction to the process and journey of 
discipleship.

So He says, “Understand this, not one of you can be My disciple who does not 
give up all his own will, pride, and priorities.”  

Getting to the Point (Truth) - The point of this parable is multi-dimensional. 

First Dimension: (reality) Jesus, clearly is confronting and eliminating any kind 

of misunderstanding, confusion, or delusions that could exist in the minds of His 

followers regarding His invitation to become a disciple. 

The Bottom Line to follow Jesus - It will cost you everything – but you will lose 

nothing; you lose yourself you find yourself; you give yourself you save 

yourself…

Second Dimension: (the cost) Theologian, Pastor, Author, and Martyr, Detreich 

Bonhoffer, writes… “When we are called to follow Christ, we are summoned to 

an exclusive attachment to His person.”  How gracious is that? The grace of His 

call to us breaks all the bonds of legalism and distraction – or plainly put… 

anything keeping us from coming to Him.  That is the cost – anything keeping us 

from freely coming to Him answering His call.  Jesus uses the examples of family 



relationships and the lack of rightly prioritized affection to illustrate just how 

intense the cost can be.  Even without there being any evil intent, our misplaced 

affections and unhealthy dependencies with our family members can keep us from 

following Jesus in an obedient and faithful way. Jesus did not intend that we hate 

or stop loving, praying or associating with our family – but He did intend to make 

clear that we just do not allow family to stand between us and loving and 

following Christ with our whole heart. That is the cost. And even though there is 

that cost to following, it is first a gracious call, and a gracious commandment that 

Jesus would include and invite us to come follow Him.  This transcends the 

difference between the law and the gospel.  Christ calls, the disciple follows: that 

is grace and commandment all in one. “I will walk in freedom, for I seek your 

commandments” (Psalm 119:45).  Jesus description of the cost to those who 

choose to accept His invitation to follow Him does two things… 

one - forces a yes or no decision                                                 two - reveals the 

real motivation of each follower, and creates a moment of truth for the affections 

of our heart and real life priorities 

    

Third Dimension: (love – hate) There is no in between, or gray area with Jesus. 

The reason why many men and women continue to hate Jesus to this day, is 

because His truth polarizes them. With Him we are either in or out – there is not 

really a designated fun-zone for those who just want to play hide and seek or 

dodge ball with Jesus. (I mean c’mon, look around at our world… we’ve been 

playing around a lot, do you think everyone is having fun yet?)  Besides fun is 

overrated and cheap.  The truth here is, that a big part of loving Him means that 

we are obediently following Him.  Too many say, “that doesn’t sound like much 

fun”, they ask, “Why can’t we just love God and enjoy Him loving us”?  Face it, it 

is easier to communicate the image of a loving and forgiving Father than it is to 

warm up to the expectations and accountability of an intense and relentless “man 

of truth” telling us that we need to give up everything to be with Him. But they 



(The Father and the Son) are not divided in this they are one on this point. To truly 

know the love of God we need to follow Jesus. So lets do it – it is a divine and 

righteous adventure!  Don’t fight it, and do not compromise and settle for 

something less than the best – regardless the cost, follow Him. There is no 

question that Jesus desires us, and that He patiently loves us (He died for us) - but 

there is in fact a harsher reality in which He does not tolerate a rebellious and 

insincere heart in those who just don’t want to follow (if you want your own way 

then have at it – but that’s on you). He simply says that He is the way. So, there it 

is, the dimension of love – hate. Choose love!

Fourth Dimension (the cross) – In Jesus day, carrying the cross was an act of 
submitting to the state. In His language and in his intent Jesus is very upfront 
about the cross – there is no fine print to bite us in the behind later. Jesus did not 
want His followers to submit to the cross He wanted them to surrender to it. 
The cross lies right in the middle of the path of every Christian, it is unavoidable – 
we can’t get around it, so by the power of the Holy Spirit we get to pick it up and 
take it with us. What this means is… we can live in the reality of following Jesus, 
we do not have to run from those days when the cross is a burden and an offense. 
It also means that we do not have to eliminate or shield the truth from people. No, 
just the opposite - we should tell them the truth about cross – it will be the greatest 
honor and privilege of our lifetime to pick up that cross and share the burden with 
Christ The unavoidable and inconvenient truth (the 800 lb gorilla in the room) is 
that everyone who decides to follow Jesus will experience a direct call to abandon 
and throw straight to the curb our unhealthy attachments and emotional 
dependencies on the things of the world.  And that’s ok – in all honesty, it is the 
dying of the old Steve that is the desired outcome of my encounter with Jesus. 
Bonhoffer said, “When Christ calls a man, He bids him come and die.”  As you 
and I set out to become disciples we get over ourselves and we surrender to Christ 
in union with His death. In our case that means we are dying to our self-ness. 
Thus it begins; but the cross (and you gotta hear this) is not the terrible ending to 
an otherwise god-fearing, carpe-diem, marrow sucking, good-times life in 
Happytown. Jesus meets us with the cross at the beginning of our relationship and 
communion with Him.  Its weird, but the idea of taking up our cross, is kind of 
like  - the beginning with Him is the end, but the end with Him is just the 
beginning! 

(Romans 6:5-8) “Since we have been united with him in his death, we will also be 



raised to life as he was. 6 We know that our old sinful selves were crucified with 
Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. 
7 For when we died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin. 8 And 
since we died with Christ, we know we will also live with him.” 

Asking the Right Questions (Listening) - What does God expect of me, if I 
accept His invitation to follow Jesus? What does it mean to become a disciple? 
What is it going to cost me? 

Living the Impact (Obeying) 

(Galatians 2:19-21)

For when I tried to keep the law, it condemned me. So I died to the law—I stopped 

trying to meet all its requirements—so that I might live for God. 20 My old self 

has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. So 

I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

himself for me. 21 I do not treat the grace of God as meaningless. For if keeping 

the law could make us right with God, then there was no need for Christ to die.

(1 John 3:24) 

“Those who obey God's commandments remain in fellowship with him, and he 

with them. And we know he lives in us because the Spirit he gave us lives in us.”

�

The true disciple of Jesus Christ is one who has counted the cost of 

commitment, and recognizes that all that he is and has is a stewardship (life 

on loan) from God, and that life is to be used as a means of love and 

witness in this world.w

A disciple of the Kingdom of God is one who lets nothing stand in the way of 

his commitment and journey to follow Christ.



�

Discipleship has the distinct priority of loving and being loved by Christ 

above all other relationships in this life. And for the true disciple carrying 

our cross becomes the focal point of identifying and sharing with Christ. 

His death is key. 

“As for me, may I never boast about anything except the cross of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Because of that cross, my interest in this world has been 

crucified, and the world's interest in me has also died.” (Galatians 6:14))

Discipleship is not a free ride - there is a price. Salvation is a free gift to us - 

but, it cost Jesus His life.  Becoming a disciple however, is not free – it will 

cost you - your life. The disciple is not entitled, but rather we are invited on 

a journey of the unknown and the extraordinary.  It is an adventure of love 

and faith alongside the living Son of God, the Master of the Universe, and 

the Savior of the World.t

The disciple eventually discovers that he or she has in reality lost nothing in 

following Jesus, but in the process gained everything. That discovery is 

followed by the revelation that their life has become uniquely, intimately, 

and inseparably connected with Jesus the eternal Word of Truth.  He now 

has become to the disciple, not only the one who has called you, but He has 

also become the one who leads you… moment-by-moment and breath-by-

breath. And that now, most days, you just hardly wait to see where that is 

going to lead you next… 



27parables of Jesus

Oh Geez… Another Stinking Fig Tree

(Luke 13:1-9)

About this time Jesus was informed that Pilate had murdered some people from 

Galilee as they were offering sacrifices at the Temple. 2 "Do you think those 

Galileans were worse sinners than all the other people from Galilee?" Jesus 

asked. "Is that why they suffered? 3 Not at all! And you will perish, too, unless 

you repent of your sins and turn to God. 4 And what about the eighteen people 

who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them? Were they the worst sinners 

in Jerusalem? 5 No, and I tell you again that unless you repent, you will perish, 

too." 

Then Jesus told this story: "A man planted a fig tree in his garden and came 

again and again to see if there was any fruit on it, but he was always 

disappointed. 7 Finally, he said to his gardener, 'I've waited three years, and 

there hasn't been a single fig! Cut it down. It's just taking up space in the 

garden.' 

8 "The gardener answered, 'Sir, give it one more chance. Leave it another year, 

and I'll give it special attention and plenty of fertilizer. 9 If we get figs next 



year, fine. If not, then you can cut it down.'" 

Context and Circumstances

Jesus in the last few months of His life on earth more frequently used parable to 

communicate. He did this primarily because of the hostile environment He was 

ministering in - and to pull His disciples in closer. In a very “the following events 

are happening in  real  time” type conversation with a large  mixed group Jesus 

explains  the  spiritual  urgency and need for  awareness  of  what  was  happening 

around them – oppression, sin, and suffering. The problem of human suffering and 

sin  has  always raised  serious  questions  for  people  of  genuine  concern.   Jesus 

addresses both topics in this intense conversation. His response to the Jews who 

were listening was the importance repentance (for everyone) and judgment (for the 

unrepentant)  –  neither  were  popular  topics.  Pilate’s  murder  of  some  innocent 

Galileans and the tumbling tower of Siloam (which killed other innocents) were 

two current tragedies that Jesus used to bring perspective and urgency to His point. 

History doesn’t record the exact details of these incidents,  but there is  enough 

general historical information to support the likelihood that they happened. And, 

the revolutionary activities fueled by social oppression and religious unrest during 

Jesus time made anything possible. Galileans, especially, says historian Josephus, 

were always on the verge, if not in the act of some of passive or aggressive revolt.

This discussion has not only symbolic implications but huge philosophical ones as 

well. Let me explain. Jesus (and please hear this) does not (unlike some modern 

day religious gurus) attribute tragedy, accidents, or natural catastrophe directly to 

any person's sin as the Jews and their religious leaders did. Instead, He affirms the 

sinfulness of everyone; and that is the point - we all have sin. However, Jesus says, 

a person who flagrantly sins and openly rejects repentance should expect harsh 

judgment to come, even though it may not happen immediately (Ecclesiastes 8:11-

13).  And  His  final  point  before  the  parable  is  that  victims  of  calamity  die 



physically, but anyone who does not repent faces spiritual death (apparently not 

the good temporary kind – but the bad permanent kind).

(13:6)  …another stinking fig tree

We need to connect this parable to what precedes it and Jesus calling all of the 

Jews to repentance. Jesus gives the call repent to illustrate God's dealings with 

Israel and their history of wickedness despite all His kindness. The "certain man" 

who owned the vineyard is God, and the vineyard is Israel (Isaiah 5:1-7) The fig 

tree represents the individual Israelite, especially the Jew in this case. The coming 

of  the  owner  for  fruit  is  God's  desire  for  His  people  to  produce  good works. 

Finally,  the barrenness of the tree portrays the wickedness of  the people,  who 

produced nothing of benefit to others (Micah 7:1; Matthew 21:19). The boundaries 

of a vineyard represent isolation and enclosure, symbolizing God's people (Nation 

of  Israel)  isolated from other  nations  and especially  honored with the  light  of 

supernatural revelation through the prophets and all the influences of divine grace. 

The Israelites, however, did not recognize this blessed condition.

(13:7)  …a merciful and gracious “go the distance” savior

The vineyard-keeper represents Jesus as Intercessor, pleading to God to spare His 

people. The "certain man"—the Father—had one purpose when he planted his fig 

tree in the vineyard: to gather fruit at the appointed time. After all the care, time, 

and money he had spent on it,  he anxiously looked forward to fruit,  but  he is 

disappointed. After three years, he is positive the tree is barren, so he orders it cut 

down, so he can plant something in its place.

Similarly, God used signs, miracles, teaching, prophets, and sacrifice to produce 

fruit in Israel—and so, He expected it. Sometimes there were encouraging signs, 

but in the end, Israel totally rejected Him (John 1:11). He came anticipating fruit 

from Israel and met with firm resistance. Where He looked for faith, He found 



disbelief. Israel, content with all the benefits of the sunshine and showers of divine 

benevolence, refused to produce fruit for God. As spiritual Israelites, Christians 

are now likewise expected to produce fruit (Romans 7:4-6; John 15:1-8, Proverbs 

12:12)

 (13:8)  …you’ve had every opportunity to get it right

The owner's waiting signifies the delay of judgment, to give Israel a “dejavu – all 

over again moment” (translated… another opportunity to repent). Knowing that 

the vineyard's owner had every reason to be disappointed with the barren tree, the 

keeper intercedes for the tree's life, asking for another year. He does not plead for 

its indefinite existence, but for an opportunity to stimulate it into fruitfulness by 

imposing more dramatic measures. If it bears fruit after further treatment, then the 

keeper knows that the owner will be pleased to allow the tree to remain in the 

vineyard. The keeper asks only for the owner to postpone judgment.

In the intercessory plea of the keeper, the true heart of Jesus is revealed – He 

doesn’t want to let Israel go. During most of His life, Jesus prayed for fruitless 

Israel to repent (Mathew 23:27, Mark 1:15, Luke 23:24). In answer to that prayer, 

God sent  the  apostles  to  provide  Israel  another  opportunity  to  repent,  as  they 

fertilized Israel with God's truth after the death and resurrection of Jesus (Mathew 

10:6; 2 Timothy 2:25-26).

(13:9)  …no mo’ drama - mama

The fact that the owner (God) wants to destroy the tree but the keeper (Jesus) 

prays for its continued life for another year is not a case of the owner (God) being 

full of wrath and the keeper (Jesus) defying him. They both have the same goal: to 

help the tree to produce fruit, if possible. Similarly, God the Father and God the 

Son are angered by sin, so any thoughts Christ had toward Israel were also the 

thoughts  of  the  Father  (John  5:19;  10:30).  Even  though  He  is  long-suffering, 



patient, forgiving, and gracious, Jesus agrees with the owner of the vineyard in 

cutting down the tree if it refuses the offer of help (Hebrews 6:4-6; Proverbs 29:1). 

Jesus  never  denies  the  right  of  judgment  and  consequences  of  the  Heavenly 

Father; and both agree in offering grace to the sinner at the best time.

Since the vineyard and the tree planted in it belong to the owner (God), he has a 

right to expect it to bear fruit—or to destroy anything barren or useless on his land. 

Some people in error believe this delay means judgment will not come against 

them. However, the owner clearly says to cut the tree down if it ultimately does 

not produce fruit—an unpopular but righteous decision since it would be given 

every opportunity to bear fruit. If a tree does not produce fruit, it wastes valuable 

resources  and occupies  needed space  where  a  fruit-producing  tree  could stand 

(John 15:2-6). Within this parable stands a warning for anyone to whom God has 

revealed His truth: Do not waste time - produce good fruit (1 Peter 414-17; 2 Peter 

3:3-10)!

Getting to the Point (Truth) –This parable of the barren fig tree is only found in 

the  Luke's  gospel.  On the  surface  it  is  a  rather  simple  looking parable,  yet  the 

interpretation of this parable and its symbolism is by no means simple. In fact, when I 

read it  again  to  prepare  for  this  teaching I  basically  thought,  “Oh geez,  another 

stinking fig tree.”  The Bible mentions a fig tree thirty–two times in almost all of 

them it is symbolic of Israel, God’s chosen people.  Too bad, they don’t get it. This 

parable of the Barren Fig Tree is one that could be classified as a dispensational (a 

specific time of grace given by God) or prophetic parable.  At the time there was great 

conflict in the nation of Israel. The people lived in  “double-jeopardy”; oppression 

and control by Rome – and, use and abuse from their own religious system. Israel had 

been warned that unless they would repent they would be cut down (off) from their 

privileged position – now they were living in it. The owner of the fig tree is God the 



Father, who orders the tree to be cut down.  The keeper of the fig tree is Jesus, who 

(intercedes) and asks for one more year for the tree.  This extra year would allow 

special cultivation to take place with the hope that Israel would respond. From the 

historical account in the book of Acts and we see that one year later Israel (the nation) 

had not responded to Jesus' cultivation efforts through the apostles. 

(A year of living dangerously: The Messiah came – you/we blew it – believe in Him 

now, repent, and you can still save yourselves and your nation.) 

At the end of year four (Three with Jesus –  I am He, and one with the apostles – 

That was Him) with the message even more aggressively rejected than ever before 

for all intent and purpose, Israel is cut down as a favored and exclusive nation. Even 

though there is a forty-year period before the complete destruction of Jerusalem, there 

is a significant event that completes and validates this parable. Exactly one year out 

from the murder and resurrection of Jesus, is the murder of Stephen.  The cloaks of 

his murderers are laid at the feet of Saul, who would soon become Paul – who would 

lead the favor and message of Jesus to the entire Gentile world! The church of Jesus, 

or the Body of Christ, with both Jew and Gentile being equal is then brought into 

priority and focus. Jesus actually in another prophetic act also depicts the the end 

of Israel’s exclusivity when, on His way to Jerusalem, several days prior to His 

sufferings on the cross, He curses a fruitless fig tree growing at the side of the road 

near Bethany “you will never bear fruit again” (Matthew 21:19).

Asking the Right Questions (Listening) – Is this parable just for Jewish people 

or should I/we actually be concerned here? If not, then, am I a fruit producer, or 

am I just taking up space in the vineyard? Do I have the goods, or am I just a 

“goods” talker?                                             

Living the Impact (Obeying) –  If we truly want to ask the right questions we 



have  to  ultimately  move  away  from  asking  unremitting,  unknowable,  and 

paralyzing questions; such as… “Why did that person or persons die? Or, why did 

the  innocent  suffer  or  experience  difficulty”?  Not  an  evil  question  –  but 

eventually, it becomes the wrong question.  Because it is a question that keeps its 

seeker without remedy, attached to and controlled by feelings of grief, anger, hurt, 

and confusion - as opposed to moving on to the healing of truth, order, value, and 

purpose. The biggest and most significant question for you and I should probably 

be… “Why am I still alive and here… and others are not”? In seeking the answer 

to something so powerful and liberating, the impact on our own lives should be 

pretty obvious. But just in case it isn’t, here are some truths that you and I should 

concern our self with. 

Repentance: It’s for everyone!  As they say, it’s good for the body and good for 

the soul – truth is it is good for the mind as well.  And oh by the way… repentance 

isn’t just about being sorry – it’s actually more about being obedient. (Acts 17:29-

31, 1 John 1:9) Is my heart right, and is it really “all good” between God and 

me? 

Expectation: The reality is that God has expectations of us and how we live.  God 

expects that we are (because of our love for Him and for the people around us) are 

producing good fruit in ourselves and in the lives of others.  (Galatians 5:22) As 

followers of Jesus, without that “good fruit” we are just not legit. Am I living up 

to my end of the deal?

Promise: Be mindful each day that you are not out there working without a safety 

net – God is with you, God is for you, and God will help you!  He made promises 

to you (by covenant) as a believer and follower, that He will keep; so don’t simply 

file that away somewhere as if it didn’t apply to you – live in it! (Galatians 3:24-

29)  What  did  I  do  today  or  what  am  I  going  to  do  today,  to  keep  my 

promises?

Preparation:   Set  aside  intentional  and productive  time each day  to  read and 

pray… get your “grow on.” Now (and this  is important)  apply into your most 



important  relationships  and  circumstances  all  that  you  have  learned  and 

experienced in your time with God. (2 Timothy 2:15-16) Have I done all I can to 

prepare my mind and heart for what might be ahead?

Patience:  Don’t put God on a clock or on your timetable – ask Him to please 

include in His.  By waiting on Him you will not miss out on anything but instead 

you  will  be  strengthened  and  renewed  in  the  process  of  waiting  on  God’s 

impeccable timing! (Galatians 6:9-10, Isaiah 40:29-31) Have I been as patient 

and long-suffering with everyone as God has been with me – and am I on my 

agenda instead of waiting for God? 

27parables of Jesus

Parabolical – Sayings of Jesus

Physician heal Yourself - No one sews a new patch on an old garment and no 

one puts new wine in an old wineskin – Can one blind person lead another? - 

Students are not greater than their teacher – A good tree can’t produce bad 

fruit and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit - Why do you keep calling me 

Lord, when you don’t do what I say?

These are some of the most significant parabolic sayings of Jesus early ministry. 

Most of us have heard these sayings in one form or another, or at one time or 

another - but do we know what they mean? I selected six of these (what I call 

parabolical) that were originally recorded by Luke in his biography of Jesus.  The 

sayings we are going to look at are found in three successive chapters (4, 5, 6) of 

Luke’s book. Although chapters and verses weren’t added to Luke’s original 

manuscript until 1227 AD; however the succession and flow of Luke writing is in 

sequence the same as when he wrote it. I believe that each of these sayings builds 

each one upon the other (like block wall). I also believe that they together 

accurately represent the heart, soul, and body of the message and mission of Jesus 

here on earth. We have learned together that the best way to study parables is to 



first consider the circumstance in order to understand the context. Secondly, to 

then identify the circumstance that prompted the parable or parabolic saying. And 

finally, determine what central or core truth is to be learned from the circumstance. 

Parabolic One (Luke 4:23) – “Physician, Heal Yourself.”

Circumstance: After being baptized, Jesus returns to His hometown in 

Nazareth.  He begins His ministry there on the steps of the synagogue.  It is 

a difficult and humble beginning. The temple attendant hands Jesus the 

scroll of Isaiah the prophet, and in a loud voice Jesus reads to all who were 

gathered… 

“The Spirit  of the Lord is upon Me, Because He anointed Me to preach the  

gospel  to  the  poor.  He  has  sent  Me to  proclaim release  to  the  captives,  And  

recovery of sight to the blind, To set free those who are downtrodden, To proclaim  

the favorable year of the Lord.

Then Jesus stops, right there – He rolls up the scroll, and hands it back to 

the attendant.  Then He speaks the words that no one that day expected to 

hear from the hometown boy.  “The scripture I have just read has been 

fulfilled this very day.”  They are shocked… is He saying what we think He 

is saying… yes, He is.

Context: The reality is that none of these people will ever accept Jesus (or 

anyone that they grew up with for that matter) as the long-awaited Messiah. 

How could they bow, worship, honor and believe Jesus as anything more 

than just  Joseph and Mary’s  eccentric  and strange son?   The people  of 

Nazareth are just like the rest of Israel.  A people who have made a living 

and lifestyle off of being blind to the truth. And Jesus gets that, and so He 

says to them… “I know your going quote the prophet and tell me ‘physician 

heal yourself’ because you think I’m sick too. But the truth is no prophet is 



honored in his own country – the real problem is that you do not believe”. 

Parabolic Two (Luke 5:36, 37) – “No one sews a new patch on an old 

garment, and no one puts new wine in old wineskins.”

Circumstance: Jesus had been visiting and eating with a local group of 

friends who were tax collectors and sinners. The Pharisees looked down on 

this practice because their theology said that God didn’t love sinners, and 

godly people didn’t associate with sinners.  On this day Jesus will not miss 

the opportunity to reveal that the “old time religion” was dead – it was time 

to sing a new song. With Jesus having come nothing of the old way would 

remain the same.

Context: The old garment and old wineskin are Judaism. The new 

garment and new wine are Christianity. Christianity is not a patch for 

Judaism – it is a replacement for any man-made self-serving religion. The 

problem was that the Pharisees liked the old system – they were getting 

rich off it. Even with the rule of Rome they had the power, prestige, praise, 

etc. Sound familiar? Yeah… your right, we are reliving it in our own country 

in our own day. Everyone in  America knows things are getting worse and 

worse and that our government is getting bigger and bigger.  But those at 

the top don’t really want it to change because they are getting rich off this 

system.  But just as it did for  the Pharisees in Jesus day – it will change.  

The Law is no match for the power of  the Holy Spirit. Time to sing “A New 

Hallelujah.”

Parabolic Three (Luke 6:39) – “Can one blind person lead another?”

Circumstance: Jesus demonstrates by His actions that the old system is 

over by picking grain and healing on the Sabbath (a big no-no). He then 

publicly draws a line in the sand with the ultimate “who – what – where 



when - why” message known as the Sermon on the Mount. With this one 

saying Jesus completely resets religious ideology by teaching the ethic of 

love, and exposing the Pharisees and just how blind they were to the true 

spirit of love (in the law) versus the Pharisees and what God had intended. 

Context: The big question… can a blind man lead another blind man? 

According to Jesus the Pharisees were blind and anyone who followed them 

would no longer do so blindly – Jesus had called them out. The religious 

leaders had so twisted the law that they couldn’t even recognize the 

fulfillment of the law when He came. The Pharisees had head knowledge – 

and no heart. The danger of that was this: if they didn’t know who God 

was, and what God was doing, where are they going to lead anyone? If you 

followed them, you would only follow them to destruction.

Parabolic Four (Luke 6:40) – “Students are not greater than their teacher.”

Circumstance: Once again Jesus is leading His followers away from 

Pharisaic Judaism (religious arrogance), and making a stronger call to a 

new kind of discipleship and spiritual leadership. He wants His followers 

disciples to develop and grow as good teachers and leaders. This will not 

happen by following the same old dead and pious traditions. The problem 

with following the Pharisees is fully realized when Jesus says that a student 

will not rise above his teacher.  Jesus is calling His disciples to go far 

beyond where the wicked hearted Pharisees could ever lead them.

Context: The disciples of Jesus needed desperately to develop and mature 

as teachers and leaders. Nothing the Pharisees modeled was of any use 

other than who not to be and what not to do. That was the point of this 

particular saying.  It wasn’t that Jesus was indicating that a student or 

disciple should be always less than his teacher/rabbi.  But rather, that if a 

student had a poor or bad rabbi/teacher then the student would always be 



less than he could have been.  So Jesus reveals two ways for that kind of 

growth to take place.  The first is through an honest and fearless self-

evaluation (accept the fact sin touches everyone). The second is by doing 

what the Word says (not just hearers of the word but also doers of the word 

(6:43). Jesus would say… “If you love me, do what I have taught you to 

do.”

 Parabolic Five (Luke 6:43) – “A good tree can’t produce bad fruit and a bad 

tree can’t produce good fruit.”

Circumstance: Jesus is revealing the intense accountability as part of the 

cost that comes along with His discipleship. This saying was nothing like 

any rabbi had ever taught before – Jesus was calling for evidential 

accountability for everyone; words weren’t good enough anymore.  This 

was a cornerstone piece of the complete religious reset that Jesus was 

creating in His “Sermon on the Mount” that day. This was altogether 

different from the 

Context: Addressing the fact that there will be plenty of phony people and 

false teachers in the journey of faith (some intentional and some 

unintentional). Regardless, they should not be trusted or followed. Jesus 

said, “you can tell who the poser’s and players really are by their fruit.”  

So at the end of the day when all the “cha-cha” is said and done; Good 

trees do not produce bad fruit and bad trees do not produce good fruit… 

‘enough said.

Parabolic Six (Luke 6:46)  – “Why do you keep calling me ‘Lord!’ when you 

don’t do what I say?”

Circumstance: This saying is the icing on the fruitcake we just ate. The 

disciples themselves needed to grow and mature spiritually or they will 

never be able to lead people past where they themselves are. As Jesus said, 



begin by looking at the sin they have in their own lives – they were at the 

point they needed to listen and obey what they were being taught. With that 

issue settled then they could actually begin to build something long-lasting in the 

lives of others.

Context: There is significant spiritual danger in hearing but not doing.  

Jesus refers to a Hebrew wisdom when He says wise man builds his house 

on rock – but a foolish man builds on shifting ground. Both houses will have the 

same threat… (storm), but the builder who has obediently listened and built 

where he was told will survive the storm. The vision Jesus has for His disciples is 

that of a lasting one – one that will need to stand strong against the storms of 

life and the difficult years of ministry.  He is building in them a faith that will 

last for an eternity.

Parabolic Meaning… 

Believe in Jesus as Lord and Messiah  

The  old way is dead, time for a new song   

Hear the truth and then live in it  

Keep it real, be who God made you to be  

Stay in community, Stay in Christ, Survive the Storm… 


